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REVIEW 

O F T H E 

EXCISE -SCHEME, b?c. 

IJK have been often told io publicly 
that every Bo^ hath dene with 
the £xcisE) except the CRAfTi* 
MAN ; whereas it appears by Ao* 
counts from- all Parts of tha 
Kingdom, that the People an 
very far from having dofn mtb 
itj and leem to be in no fuch Dilpolition, tiU 
They have fccured Themfclves and their Pofterity, 
23 far as it lies in their Power, againft the Revi- 
val of it. Nay, it is raanifcft that even the Prih 
jeitor Hirarelf hath not ^ec done with bis Scheme^ 
for though fuch a national Rebuti" as He lately 
met with from all Parties was fuffident, one would 
think, CO induce any Man in his right Senfcs ttt 
drop a Projeif fo univerfally odious, and to bury 
it, if pwffiWc; in eternal Oblivion:. v«. =«.=«. ^«^ 
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wifSn §qm kb CoiKli»i!l: t^ cither ^ mCqi^. 
JWbcfs c^a ParcDt for T^i§ Ojfipring, hqwcvor 
^ottvpiy the Vioity oif Power, aod lD]pa^e;nce' 
of E JDefeat^ or the terrible Exigency of his Amks^ 
iod ibme fecrec Engagements, not fit to be re-*^ 
veaM, have got the better of his Reaibn, and arc 
predominant in his Mind ;abovc all other Confide- 
rations. I do not ipeak This without good Grounds ; 
for, not to infift cmi the Convcrfation of his Jgents 
and' Emijfariei tn-Cofibe-honfeg ancji other pm^ticlc 
Places^ or even the L^guage of much higher Per-* 
fonSy Hfe hath taken e^ttud Care to convince us 
that xhtfame Dejign is ftill in being, and that He 
only waits a more convenient Opportunity for put- 
ting it in Execution. Ever lince his memorable 
Overthrow laft Spring, the \^olc foflc of hb ^Idr. 
w^fi have been taught tp tsjne their mwcnarjr 
Quills in Praife of the Attempt, and to mourn over 
the Lois of it. A Multitude of feledl Hands, in 
piiniJkriaiJPd^y have been etppl^yod to^finune Apo<^ 
logics for Htm, of various Kinds ; aiid the' fwr^, 
backmy Beajks of the Va&rO&fX, have fWicVd utH 
der their Earthen. Circular Letters have been ienii 
in thcNanaeofMr. Jos. Bei.l^ to all the Pg^ 
pu^ers in the Kingdon;, with Orders to make thefb 
Papers as publick as ^be^ can. \ t§ fend up the 
ffanns of all Perfons within th^r Delivery^ wh^ 
hep CogierhorsfeSy where Gentlemen tefort tp read 
the News, that n.ey lihemfi mjy hefiirnijbed ^ih 
them G&ATis ; and even moft private Famili/;s o|* 
4tny Note have had them croivicd In upon iThem 
by the fame Hands. 

Thou^ the Poji-Office >ya? never before profti- 
tutcd in fudi a Manner, this Method of diipcriins 
Pamphlets is not new in it; fcli^ but only a duU 
Tmitation of Do<^ Anodym and other Quacks of 

the 
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die Town ; who arc obliged to write Books up^ 
their 6wn r raife, and order them to be given a^" 
Way ffraiis to ^\ tcxforiSy who will be fo fcind a# 
to reid tHem. But Dodor Anodynej like molt i 
Originals^ hath yj^y the Advantage of his Imitator ^ 
for nobody eytr cbargcd the Toke^ which He put* 
ibbixt Chndrcrfs Necks, With doing any Mifchieltj 
whereas ^he ^Prc^cSp/s Pj^ckcts contain nothbg but 
ifi^dion ^d, like Pandora's Box, are defiga'd tg^ 
^tttad Miifchicf) wherever they arc opened. 

It would be dndlefe to enumerate^ and much morq 
to anfwer, ak the Proi^udions of ^s Kind, which 
have been (pread through the Kingdom within % 
ttvf Months pail ; but ofje of them haying bcea 
d^persM u) imcon>m<^ Qu and withmor^ 

than ordinary Induftry, I am induced to bcftow 
fimie Pains upon it; and fix)m this Specimen of 
their Rcfibning I £bill leave my Countrymen tci 
judjge. of the reft. 

We were given to uhderftand, feveral Montljji 
ago, that a notable Treatife was coniing fbrth^ 
which would intijrcly fatisfy the People, as to the 
true Intention of the late Excifi^Scheme ; nay,^ it 
was'ccmfidently affirm'd that the Prt>je9or had em- 
ployed one ot his Prdaiical Adroocates to draw it 
up; but by feveral charadtcriftical Strokes con« 
taincd m it, I am apt to think that my Friend 
Caru^ W?s the Penmjn of tbisi Piecc^, in Conjynr 
ftion with that conjimtnatc Statefmofi^ whofc Blui>- 
jjers in foreign Affairs are now come to their fidl 
Maturity, and whp feems ambitious, at prcfcntj 
to diflinsuiih his Genius as conQ>icuoufly, in Pointa 
of S^mefiick Gtyoermncnt. 

Before I enter into the Matter of this favouritt 
"freafi/t^ } cannot forbear ftopping a little at the 
7$th Page ^ in which our Author condefccnds to 
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imitate thofe fed Dogs the Vintmts ttid Wim^ 
Brewers y who frequently hang out a fine^ gilded 
Bujhy in order to put off had Liquors^— It runs in 
the following Woras, 

tthePife and Fall cfthe late projeSled Excise 
impartially covftder*d. By a Friend to the English 
Constitution. 

It is impoffible for any Pamphlet to bear an 
honefter Title ; but as loon as I open'd it, the. 
Marks of a minijlerial Hack difcovery Themfclves 
in every Page ; for inftcad of finding this Affair, 
impartially cofifider'dj as one might rcafonably ejt- 
ped from a Friend to the Englifi Conftitution^ the 
whole Fiec^ appeared to be a fordid Juftifica- 
tion of the Mealures on one Side^ and the fiDicft 
Mifrcprefcntation of the Opppfition on the other."--- 
But I have not yet done with the Title j for even 
the Motto dcfcrves a litrie Confidcration. It ftands 
thus, both in the Pamphlet it iel^ and all the Jd^ 

n>ertifetnents. 

, • ■ ■ ■ . 

. * Rememhery tny Friends^ the Laws, 

fTbe Liberty, the generous Plan of Power j 
Delive/d down hy your renowned Forefathers^ , 
The Price of fo rauch Bloody and never faffer 
' It to perifb in your Hatids. Cat q. 

Upon reading thefe Lines, I remember^ fome-» 
thing like thcm^ but was furprized to fee the 
Tragedy of Cato quoted for them, and was furc 
that Mr. Addison could not be guilty of doathf 
ing fo noble a Sentiment in fuch low, flat, inhar- 
monious Verfification. I therefore immediately 
took down his Works, aod^ tumbg to the £a& 
fege^ found it thus^ %iz. 
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S^etntmbef^ O.my Friends y the La^Sy ths Rights^ 
■ fthe generous Plan of Power delivered down^ 
From Age to Age^ hy your renowned Forefathers^ 
So dearly bought^ the Price of fb much Blood I 
Oy let it never perijb in your Hands y 
But pioujly tranfmit it to ymr Children!- 

• 
The Reader will oblcrve, upon comparing thefe 
Vcrfcs together^ that there is not fo much as one 
Line alike; and that the Conjiderery by transfu- 
fing them into his Title Pagey hath loft all the Spi- 
rit, all the Mulick, all the Cadence, and all the 
Pathos, which arc fo beautiful in the OriginaU 
Never was fo fine a Writer mangled in fo terrible 
a Manner. It puts me in min4 of an ignorant^ 
Country Curatey who Ibcnt the greateft Part of his 
i,\{c m correding Tillotfon*s Sermons into bad 
Langu^e, and preaching them for his own. — « 
Can any Body of a tolerable Ear read the laft 
Linip, without being ihock'd ? If our excellent Lau^ 
feat had been on one Side of this Scribblery and 
Stephen Duck on the other, They would cci^- 
tainly have lugg'd Him by the Ears, telling Him 
that Cato was a fine Poem and 

^hey would never fujffir 

It to perijb in his Hands. 

■ Cyntbias Jurem 
VelUt ^ admauit. 

« 

This very Circumftance almoft confirms me iq 
the Conjedure that Carus was the Manufafturcr of 
this Piecey under the Diredion of his Mafter H(h 
race ; for I am furc t^hefe LineSy as He hath quo^ 
ted them, found more like an Irifib Howl dian the 
^Qetry of our Rnglip Virgih 

JBcudcs, the Fellow's Judgment ia as b^d -a^VSa. 
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Ear ; tor what had CAT6,or Mr. AobtsoK to do 
at the Head of a Pamphlet, written in Defence of 
aScHEMB fi>r giving iip our Laws and Li3£&« 
TIES, in one of the moll effential Arddes ? He 
might as wcfl have quoted the Seventh Cmmand^ 
ment^ ill Jfuftification of Adultery. 

The Piece itfelf contains no^iing but' a dull 
Repetition of the fanie cmptj^Stuffi in Favour of 
Eiccifcsy which hath been anfwercd above fifty 
Times already ; interlarded widi the fame 3train of 
ferfonal Calumtyy and fome new Aficruons, as Gap^ 
tain GuUifver calls them, of Tifings that ate mi. 
. Indeed, all the Ckmrt Writers continue to treat 
this SttbjeB juft as if it had never been examined 
^before ; and irrfift on the lame <:afe Topicks ^ 
Frauds^ Imprmement of the Revenue^ and ReUtf 
from other TaxeSy without taidng the leaft Noticp 
of what hath been faid, in Anfwer to Them ; fo 
that I find my felf in the fame Condition t(rit^ 
Afjdrew MarvelyViihcn he was contending for. Lt- 
Ixrty, againft that infamous Tool Doftor Parker 
and as I am engaged with an Adwjhry of t" 
iame Stamp, and in a Caufe of the faipe ICii 
Mr. Maroeh Apology muft be mine.«^J(Fi&» bow 
my Readers and I to do^ but ti^ one another? I 
muji quote all aver again ^ aftS They read it M \ 
and yoff will i^rnty and deny ; deny and infamy 
without any Regard to Truths or Honefy r and y^t 
all This and more We w0 endu/re^ wl ojflme t§^ 
Jujiice. 

However, I will give thePoblick as Uttip Trorf* 
ble as poilible, by cobtra6ling my Rcmarlcs into 
the ihorteft Compais, and fCKifHng thcKeader tc^ 
other Writings, where the ftme Aiguments, or 
Aflertions, have been (norc fiiUy cksmined and 
confuted. .. - * 

The Conftdenr begins widi acquainting os thai 
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the late Scheme is intirely laid qftde^ that Thofe,* 
who were once for ity will never attempt it a fecond 
itime ; that They, of all Mankind^ are the leaji 
likely to brifjg it again on the Carpet :^ and there^ 
fore that all Apprehenjions of Danger from Thcnrt 
are undoubtedly at an End'^ wim kveral other 
Expreffions oi the fame Kind, which are fcatter'd 
through the whole Pamphlet, and ought to be 
look'd upon only as fo many Allertions o£'7lbingSy 
that are not J for though we are told that be/ides 
the moji exprefs and pofitive Afurances to this ^ 
Purpofe^ We may be convinced of it from the Na-^ 
tare of Things ; I never* heard of any fuch Affu* 
ranees^ unlefe the prefent Declaration of our Au^ 
thor defcrves that Title; and if we may judge 
from the Nature of things ^ there is the ftrongcfl- 
Rcalbn to believe that the Scheme ftill fubfifts in 
its full Vigour. The ProjeSior Himfclf hath been 
fb far from giving it up, that his Advocates have 
been employed, for feveral Months pail, in trum- 
peting forth the Advantages of it, and condoling 
with their Countrymen on the Mifcarriage of fo 
national a Bleffing. They have even had the Iqfo- 
Icnce to tell us, both in publick and private, that 
ib glorious a Bill will, one Day, pafs by the ge- 
neral Confent, nay even at th§ Rcqueft, of all 
Parties \ and the whole Drift of the Pamphlet 
now before us is manifcftly calculated to work up 
the People to fuch a Frenzy. This will appear 
more evident in every Page, as We go along, • 

. Let us therefore fee the State ot the Cale, as 
the Conjiderer hath, drawn it up, between the 
ProjeSior and his Oppofers. 

^V The Scheme it iclf, fays He^ and the Advan- 
*^ tages, or Inconvcoienees of it being intirely over^ 
*^ it only remains to enquire who arc entitled to 
^'. our Refcntment ; (if any mull be cxgrefeU vw^?:s«k 



«. 
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** the Occafion ;} Thofe GentUmeffy who propofed 
^ this Scheme fir prevetfthg Frauds j or ^^B^, 
<^ who fir the Sake vf Opp^tioffy would furof 
*^ thofi Frauds to continue ftill'' — What a modeft, 
impartial Creature is This ; and how very candidly 
does He ftatc the Point in Difoute ? The Pro* 
jeHor^ good Man ! had no other View, you fee, in 
propofing this Scheme th^xi meerly the Prevention 
of Frauds ; and his wicked Adoerjaries^ to a Man, 
were adhiated by nothing but a Spirit of Oppofi^ 
tioff. Grant the Conjiderer but this one Point, and 
I will defy the Ihreudeft Man alive to anfwcr-tlic 
itft of his Book. — Whatever Liberties He mz^ 
take with thefi Malignant s^ who oppofed the B/Z/, 
far be it from me to call in Qucffion the Honour 
and Integrity of any Gentleman, who voted fi)r it. 
Let his Words ftand in their full Extent, that 
thefi Gentlemen were fwayed by no- other Motive 
than the Gcod of their Country ; yet, at the fame 
Time, I muft lay Claim to a fmall Degree of 
Aftoniihment that this political Ray of Patriotifm 
Ihould illuminate only one Set of Men^ and that 
the whole Kingdom befides, both in Parliament 
and out of it, mould be in a State of Reprobation, 
blinded with the Spirit of Oppojition to their own 
Intereft, as well as That of the Nation. 

He proceeds in the fame impartial Manner as 
follows. — " The real Foundation, upon which the 
^* Gentlemen fir the Bill proceeded, was This and 
*^ no other. They believed it both rcafonable and 
^' beneficial to take off the heaviejl of the Duties 
" We now lye under, if This could be done, 
*^ without laying a nr,v -Ziv, meerly by colledling 
^* the proper Duties upon Wine and Tobacco. 

The People's Memory muft be as unfound as 

the Eiccife Advocates reprefent their Judgment, if 

77;c^ have Jbrgot thut the ProjtChr v«» fo ^'a.t 
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irom making any of his Esci/is a Foundation for 
taking off old Duties^ that the Power and Profit, 
which accrued to Him by new Levies of Officers y 
in hi& firft Attempts, encouraged Him to proceed 
in the fame Track;> and revive old Datiesy inftead 
of taking off any, which before exiftcd. As for' 
Inftance, the Excife on O^ic^ Tea and Chocolate 
wap uflier^d in by the fame ProjeHor with fdcmn 
Promifes of great Eafc to the Sut^c6t, and that it 
would prove a Means of difcontinuing other DtH 
ties morehtirtbenfome. But how were thcfc golden 
Promifes performed ? Why, by the Revival of the 
moft heavy Tax, that ever was laid on any Pep- 
■plc ; I meaa the Excife on * Salt. As the Revi- 
val of this E^ife proceeded from the Excife on 
C?^tf, Tea and Chocolatey fo the intended Excife 
.on WSne and Tobacco would undoubtedly have been 
fcilowed with an- Excife on Su^ar and othtfr 
Things, notwithftanding any mintfterial Promifis 
to the contrary. 

The Reafons affign'd, in the next Paragraph, for 
the Excife Scheme^ are the Negligence and Cor- 
ruption of Oifionhhoufe (Mars ; That is, of Sei^ 
^atjts intirely at the Difpolal of the ProjeSior. Why 
arc They negligent ? Becaufe often in an Hurry ? 
To This I think it may be anfwered, that the 
Nation can better fpare Time than Money; and 
the Difierence in Time between doing a Thing 
righty and doing it wrongy is not very great. It 
does not therefore fcem rcafonable that the Nation 
Ihould be brought into Bn espenjhe and deJtruBive 
Scheme y\ior the Sake of an Holiday, and fomc 
Hours of Afternoons Diverfion to their Servants^ 
^^But why are thefe Officers corrupt ? As to That^ 
Oiir Authotis (juite filent, and would willingly throw- 

♦ Stscibe Caff of ihe Revival ff tbi ^it i>a\'3> ^- 
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die whole Blame upon the Merchants and TraderSy 

vvho corrupt them • though it hath been fully pro- 
ved that * this Evil hath another Root, and is 
chiefly owing to the great Patent Offices held in 
Truft for Perfons, who never go near the Cuftom^ 
Houfe^ but leave the Execution of their Duty to 
J)eputiesy with little or no Salaries ; which they arc 
obliged for a Maintenance to make up in Perqui^ 
Jftes. Thefe Patent Officers were eftabliihed, and 
had Deputies allowed Them, when the Cujioms 
were but 5 per Ceut. and confequently there was 
but little Temptation for Frauds. Another Reafon 
ibr thefe Frauds is,' that the inferior Officers of the 
Cujimn-houfe arc not in the Nomination of the Cb«/- 
mijjioners^ like the Officers of Excife^ but arc ap- 
pointed by the Treafury ; and, when found guilty 
of any Oflence, are frequently fupported by uhofe^ 
who fir ft recommended Them. In This connfts 
the only Difference between Excifemen and Cu- 
Jiom-hotife Officers^ as to their Probity and Con- 
.dufl: in the Colle6lion of the Revenue. This was 
confefs'd by the Comraiffioners oj the Cujioms them- 
felves, at the Bar of the Houfe : though it was 
vifible enough that the Subftance ox their Evidence, 
• I know not by what Management, was far from 
being calculated either for the Credit, or Intcreft 
of their own Office. Is it not therefore very hard 
that the Nation ihould be at an exorbitant Price 
to maintain a Parcel of Drones in thefe great Sine^ 
furesy and at the fame Time pay for the Infidelity 
of their Deputies ; nay, even have their Liberties 
taken away, in order to prevent Frauds^ which are 
occalioned by the Neglcd: of the ProjeSior Him- 
illf^ who hath one of the moft confiderable of thefe 

Offices 

* Sec the Budget $fened, &c. /. i^j.. and I he Craftfman% 
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(^ces in his Family, for fcveral Lives, befidci 
numberlcfs other Employments? 

We arc told tbat the Frauds and Abufes, that 
do already appear from the Report of the Commit- 
tee, are very extefjfive and mportant.-^—How im* 
fortavt i'hey are, hath been already * confidercd, 
and may be f een in the Report itfelt ; from whence 
this impartial Gentleman infers, with his ufual Sa- 
gacity, that the Frauds undifcovered muji he very 
numerous^ when Gentlemen, mt at all converfant in 
ftich unjuji PraSltccs^ pouldj in the Jhort Time at^ 
lotted to their Enquiry^ he able to hring fo many to 
Ltght."^\ do not fee any Thing very wonderfiil 
in This ; tor can it be fuppofed that the Managers 
efthe Revenue^ who chiefly compofed this Committee^ 
by the particular Addrefs of the Prcjeilorj could be 
totally unacquainted with the Frauds in the ColkSiion 
of it:^ or, to ulc our Authors Words, tiot at all 
.convcrfant in fuch unjaft P'raSlices ? They had all 
the Advantages, which any Men could poffibly 
have, in luch a Cafe. I prefumc it will not be 
pretended that They were deny'd the Infight of 
the Cuftom-honfe Books^ or any other Affiftance^ 
which They thouj^ht requifitc to a compleat Dit 
covery ; bclidcs the Evidence^ which had been col- 
leded before with incredible Pains, as the very 
vFoundatiop of the Excife^Schemey and was parti- 
cularlv enumerated by the ProjeSlor Himfel^ when 
He nrft opened his Scheme in the Houfe. 

Another Aflcrtion of the fame Kind is, that theje 
- Frauds were proved by proper and fuhjiantial Evh 
de?jce ; though it appears by the Report that fome 
of the Inibrmers were corrupted Officers^ who muft 
have been perjured ; that others were brought out 
of Goals to bear Witnefs, upon this Occafion ; and 

tbaii 
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that even SuJ^icions and ConjiBwis were' adautt 
ted into it. To This let U3 add that, id oae Iqa 
ilancc, They went fo far back as the Year 1 704, 
which 13 a very large Retroipcd ; and, in every, 
Particular, leem to have been fuppt/d with all tt^ 
Materials, which the Nature of the Cafe wouk| 
ppflibly admit of -rrl dqn't mention thefc Parties* 
lars with any Defign of invaHdatbg the Aakors 
Aflertion, that ther^uifosLT was wry fair 0ndji4^ 
dicious y for it was certainly their IHity to pick 
up all the Evidence They could, and to njake the 
iXioil of it ; but only to obf^rve that it was not 
j^kogethcr & proper and fubfiantial as He reprc^ 
ic9t$ it. 

And here, fince it hath been thought proper to 
rake up the Alhcs of Sir Randolph Knipe^ I fiiould 
be glad to know what Steps have been taken, cL* 
thcr before or fince bis Death, to procyrc Refti- 
tution to the Fublick for the Fmu^s laid to his 
Charge. . 

The next Benefit prppofed by this Schem$ was 
"to prevent the Running Mid Brewing of Wine\ but 
^t happens very unluckily that fonae Gnnmoaities 
already e>u;ifed are the moil run ; witneis Tta and 
Brandy ; which mu^ always be the Caic, where 
the Duty is very highy and coUaSked with the m/f 
Rigour. For the Truth of this Fa<£fc, I appeal to 
the Report it felf ; even that fair and judicious 
Reporty which the Conjiderer quotes as Authority. 
It is true, indeed, that great Quantities of run 
S^ea and Brandy are daily feii'd ; but We can ne- 
ver be fure that any Seizure of run Goods is not 
jGraudulent, when the Duty is io high as to afford 
a fufiicient Profit to the trader y and a competent 
Bribe to tibc Informer. The Reafon of This is, 
:that Jtez'd Goods pay no Duty. For Example^ 
it is well Iuu)wn that the coarfe Jea^ whkh is run 

irom 



&orti HolJandy France and Flanders^ can be affbrd- 
ed at fte«> Shillings per Poand^ with at leaft i6/. 
pefCent. ProHt to thd Trader; which, by the ad- 
ditioftal Value arifing from the Duty of 4j. 6 J. 
per PoUndy We will fuppofe fold for Jii; Shillinis. 
According to this Computation, 2COO Pounds 
Weight of Tea fold for 12,000 Shillings, or 600/. 
parted according to Law, gives aoo /. to the /»- 
former (whom I fuppofe the Klerchatits Confede- 
rate) and 400 /. to the/'/i;// Lijl. Now this Gain 
accrues to the ctml Lifi from the Qijloms^ by the 
CrouOffs being, ^ it were, a Partner with foreign 
Merchants y in a Trade deftrudive to the Nation. 

«- Thcfc arc Frauds of infinitely more MomcnG 

than what are pradiccd in the Tobacco Trade y and 
u|)(5n which the Committee have exerted all their 
Iiiduftry ; becaufe They transfer ,the Trade of the 
Nation into the Hands of Foreigners j and this 
Fraud can never be prevented, whilft the X)///y 
upon Commodities is above double the original Value. 
1 riiuft Bice wife fake the Liberty to obfervc, 
that this PraSlice is but little lefs detrimental to 
the Publick than Smugling ; for Goods feiz^d and 
condemned are fpki almofl: as cheap as run Goodsy 
arid confequendy are almoft equally prejudicial to 
the fair Trader y who pays the Duty. This Evil 
might be eafily prevented by zn AH of Parliament y 
cfljoiribg iall feis^d Goods to be burnt or dcftroy'd, 
like damaged^ Tobacco and Jfine, inftead of being 
forfeited to the Crown. 

The Confiderer fccms to aflcrt, though by Way 
oFlnterrogation, that there is fwt a Man in Eng- 
land, who believes that half of the common Draught 
of' Taverns is really TVinej. or that the wretched 
Stuff We mat with in all (Jountry Inns, e^er paid 
Duty at the Ciifiom-boufey^c. Tiiis ridiculous 
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Argument hath been fufEcicntly * cxpofcd alrca^ 
dy ; and therefore I fliall only obferve, ^r/?, thac 
He is the only Man in En^land^ who will affirm 
this Propofition in its full Extent. However, the 
^ooT Country Pojimajiers^mo^oivfhom keep Ims 
and are commanded to propagate theje Paper s^ arc 
highly obliged to the ProjeSlor for fo land a De- 
claration. Secondly^ there are brew^ Wines made 
of foreign Grapes ^ which are perfedkly wholcfomc# 
Thirdly^ this 'Argument is manifeftly calculated for 
increaling the Confumption of ayZ^r^/f«G?;»wo^/Yy, 
which muft inevitably turn the Ballance of Trad4 
againil us. 

' W hat is faid in the next Paragraph about the 
, Incrcak o[ half a Millionj by the Kxcife oftVind 
and Tobacco^ the PvojeStor Himfclf knows to be a 
meer Chimaera. By the mo^l rigorous CoUedion 
of the Duty upon Tobacco^ it could not be proved 
that there was even a Polfibility of railing an addi- 
tional Sum of above 30,000 Lper jinn, and That 
chiefly upon North Britain j which, if it could 
have been collec5led, muft have ended in the Ruin 
of the People. As for Wine.^ if the Scheme was 
at all pradicable, it is a Doubt whether, confi- 
dering the Mul'-iplicity of Officer's^ which would 
have been abfolutely neccflary to put it in Exe- 
cution, the Revenue would have received any Im- 
provement from it. The Author^ indeed, hath 
plainly proved that Excifes would have been car- . 
ried on till They had brought in half a Million ; 
That is,. have raifed above a whole Million on the 
People ; or let us even fuppofe, as the Author in- 
flnuatcs, that the additional Sum, raised by £x^/- 
fes^ might have been fubftituted in Room of a Land 
Sax of' two Shillings in the Pound' would not 
. Thi« 

' — '■ ^ — : : ' ^ 

'* Sec /^^ /ucffd Part of the Argument Againft Exci/cs> ^<:. 
'P'^P* ThcBui/^a ofen'd^ Numb. 13. Cr/i/t/man. ^. ^W 
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This have been equivalent to raifing two ShiUhgi 

in the Pou'nd for ever? How far levying what 

was necclFary to defray the avtmal Expetjces bf tb4 
Qovcrtmient for a Perpetuity would have fuppof ted 
the Credit and Power o'l * Parliament^ I leave every 
Man to judge. If it did not m'^kc Parliaments 
ablblutely unneceflary, it was a very great Step 
'towards it ; for 1 cannot agree widi the Oonfideret 
that the Applicadon of this fuppofed Sam to the 
current Expences of the Government^ for which it 
was originally intended, is the fame Thing as fiez- 
ing the other FundSy which are appropriated, td 
difierent Services ; and many of our Kings^ whd 
have aim'd at arbitrary Power, have done more 
bold and more unpopular Things than This. 

He is farther plealed to affift that it is cohfefs'd 
in an f authentick Piece, publilhed by FtanckUfi 
Hinifelfj that the Extenlion of the Excife Law^ 
to Wine and Tobacco would have railed an addi* . 
tional yearly Sum oi Jive. hundred thoafand Poundst 
This is another Inftance of his abandoned JDifre^ 
gard to all Truth; for the Gentleman, who wrote 
that Piece^ takes the Proje0or's owtl CalcUlatiori 
for granted, and argues only upon that Suppolis 
tion. 

Whether any Part of the PrbfitSj which would 
have arifen from the propofcd Method^ beldnged 
to the Civil Lijlj is little to the Purpofe ; though it 
is certain, that whatever Improvement the publick 
Revenue would have received from this Scheme^ the 
fame Benefit muft have arifen in Proportion to the 
Civil Liji^ v^hethcr that Part of the Duty had 
been left at the Qiftoms^ as was at lafl: pfopbfedj 
Or brought to the Euife^ as v^as origifially intended; 

G * ' Tha^ 

* ffce a Jate.Traft. intUkd « Letter from a IAus.^u i '^'^- 
Jiamht to his Priend in the Cdwntrji «.^* 
f The letter before ntcnt^oa'A:. 
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Th9 Cofifiderer hath the Confidence to tcII us 
that the vefy Jirji Aypearame of this Scheme looks 
fo agreeable^ that it is m/wofider Gentlemen^ who 
wifi'd well to their Country^ Jbould be pleafed with 

ft. Now This is fo for from being true, that 

the ^ery firji Appear ance of the Scheme dcftro/d it; 
for it was no Iboner fcen than univerfally explo- 
ded ; and though the ProjeSior obftinately perlifted 
in pufhing it on to the laft, it may be truely faid 
that it received its Death's Wound from the Mo- 
ment of its Birth, if not in the very Womb of its 
Parent. 

We are likewife told that the Defign was only 
to cxcife foreign Commodities^ which may be pro* 
perly cotr/iat/d as Articles of Lmiiryi. This is not 
llridtly true ; for the Comnioditt«|||6fii our own 
Platitatiofis are not foreign^ in the faTiW»Senfc with 
Thofc o^ Hollandy France and Spain. I allow that 
it would favc Money to the Nation, if there was 
not a Drop of iVine drank, and We could export 
our Manufa3ures^ without taking Wine in Ex- 
change for them ; but This is not practicable, nor 
indeed delirable in our Circumftances \ for if every 
Thing ought to be banilh'd as * Ltmiry^ which 
is not ablblutely neceflary to Life, We muft bid 

adieu to Co?nmerce at once. It is impoffible to 

fix our Author to any Point. At one Time, this 
Scheme was deiign d to incrcafe the Revenuiy by in- 
crealing the Confumption of true Wiiie. At ano- 
ther, the Intention oi it was to diminilh Ltixaryj 
and foreign Eocpence'y which would intirety ftuftratc 
the 'firji Dejign» In fliort, it is This, or That, or 
any^Ihing, as it fervesa Turn. 

That \he Eafe and Intere/i of the Gentlemen in 
the Adminiftration did really lye on the other Side 

i 
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9f the ^lejliotjj I am ready to allow ; but Thcjr 
did not happen , to think fo, when they exhibited 
their Project :^ and that T'bey cbofe the moft troublc- 
fome Part, becaufe They thought it moft beneficial 
to their Country^ is juft fuch Stuff as was broached 
by an Author of much the fame Scantling, about two 
Years ago ; when the * honoiirahle Gevtlemati was 
pkafed to undergo the Fatigue of a long Struggle 
for two Days together ^ and for many Hours each 
Day^ in order to raife [five hundred thoufind Pounds 
upn Salt, when He could haw raffed the fame 
Sum upon Land, without any Oppofttion^ tn a 
J^uarter of an -Hbr/n— There is certainly no great 
Merit in a Minijer's taking fome Trouble^ lor a 
great deal of Power and Profit ; but the Misfor- 
tune is ttfadRhc Trouble^ which this Gentleman So 
often giffc§ Himfelf, is always of fuch a Nature 
as the People would very gladly cxcufe. It con- 
fills in continued Attempts to lay new Taxes upon 
Them, or making old ones more grievous to Them, . 
inftead of relieving Them from any Part of their 
prefent Burthen ; and I think it very ridiculous to 
complain of the Trouble^ which He meets with 
upon fuch Accounts. 

As for the late, pretended Tenderncfs for the 
Landed Intereft^ and the Expedients propofed to 
relieve it, thc' Jirjl appears to be inlinccrc, and 
the laji chimerical. However, let us examine this 
Point a little • for the Conjiderer hath dropt one 
Exprcffion, which is not altogether iniignificant. 
He fays, p. 27, that there is np Tax mqre unequal 
than That laid upon Land. Docs the Projeclor 
therefore propofe to remedy this Evil P No j on 

C a th« . 

♦ Sec a Letter to a Frecbolder» on it^ Uw ^^uav^tw ^S <^ 
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f he contrary, He hath * declared^ in the Jitongeft 
%'erms^ that as to the Manner of laying and pay- 
ing this Tax, however miequally iP had been rai'^ 
fed on different Parts of the Kingdom ; yet any 
'Alteration^ in this Cafe^ was what He jhould «^- 
wr propofe^ or attempt ; that it was too much for 
flim to venture upon ; that it was a mojt impraifi-' 
fable Work ; and He believed that ^w Man 
would ever enter upon it ; as He was fure^ on his 
pwn Part^ that He never Jhould. This was his 
Peclaration two Years ago ; and yet I will ui.?- 
dcrtake to prove that every Argument for the 
late Excife Scheme will conclude as ftrongly for an 
Alteration in the Manner of colleSling the Land 
Tax. May it not be faid that an Eftafe paying 
|)Ut half the Duty in one Place, which an Eftate 
pf the fame Rent pays in another, is an unreafb- 
naljc Partiality, and ought to be remedied ? 
May not the landed Man^ who is taxed to the Full 
ff his EJiate^ be compared to the fair Trader^ who 
^eferves all the Care of the Government ; and the 
Undev:^tax'd to the Smugkr^ who defrauds the Pub-* 
licic of its pji Due ? If it fhopld be faid that 
(bounties, where there is nqt an equal Plenty of 
circulating Specie j cannot bear an equal Rate with 
'Counties in another Condition, is not the fame 
Thing true of any Duty raifed by £x^//^ .^ For 
this Reafop, J think it far from bcipg impoffible 
that the fame righteous Spirit may produce the 
fame Arguments, on a proper Occafion, for a Re^ 
yiew of the Land 7^a>i ; elpecialfy, after ^ ftiort 
Ceflation of it. The Freeholders can lay but little 
Strefs on the ProjeSig/s Declaration^ two Years; 
iigo, that He would never make any fuc;h Attempt \ 
for it ought to be remcmber'd that when He was 
charged, at ^he fame Time, with intending thq 
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Renvoi of the Salt Duty as the Foundation of fomc 
€ther EscifeSyHc deny'd it in as fofemn Terras; 
and yet it is well known that He brought his f^ew 
Exeije Scheme on the Carpet the very next S«ffion. 
Let the Landholders therefore confider whether 
jFft, who did not think fuch a Proje0 too much for 
ffim to venture upon^ may not have Courage e- 
nough, on fome great Emergency, real or pre- 
tended, to attempt the other. 

The jOonftdereVj indeed, endeavours to pcrfiiade 
us that fuch Apprehenlions are ridiculous ; but I 
muft beg Leave to put Him in Mind that one of 
|iis Fellow-Labourers was formerly pleased to 
aflert, in Anfwer to the Graftfrnan^ * that the 
Land-Tax is already colleBed by the Laws 
OF Excise; and ^ another Minifterial Wri'* 
fer hath lince made a Difcovery that the Com^ 
mijjioners <f the Land Tax, in all Counties^ tafe 
^hemfelves^ and lay difproportioned , Burthens o» 
their poorer Neighbours. Nay, the Conjlderer Him-^ 
ijclf retails this Charge agabft the OmmiffionerSj vx 
the very fame Words, but fix Pages after his At- 
tempt to ridicule the Apprehenfion of a Land-Ex^ 
fife. I{ therefore fome Frauds are already detect- 
ed in the prefent Method of colleSling the Land*' 
iTax^ We may reafonably luppofe that there arc 
piany others undifc&veredj and what can be more 
equitable, according to the ProjeSJor's Way of arr 
guing, than to prevent them by the fafne jlltera^ 
tiony which He propofed inWine and Tobacco ^or^ 
^ our Author more wittily expreflcs it, ^^ having tb^ 
%^M!ir>, vijited ^Excisemen and reg^larfy gau^ ? 

I am 
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I am far from defigning to plead for Frauds of 
any Kind. There is great Injuftice, no doubt, 
and many Inconveniences attending them ; but 
furely fome Remedy might be found out for them, 
without opprelfing the Subjedl, and cndangerbg our 
common Liberties. This Method of preventing 
Frauds is juil like the Story I have heard of an 
Jrifi Soldier^ who trying in vain to keep off a Fly 
from his Officer's Face, whilft He was afleep, knock- 
ed it on the Head with the But-End of his Muf- 
quet, and dafh'd his Maftev^s Teeth down his 
Throat at the fame Time. 

As for eafing of Land by Excifes^ it hath been 
fully proved by unanfwerable Authority that all 
^axesy in this Kingdom, muft ultimately afleft 
Zajjd ; and it is certainly for the Intereft of the 
Publick to raife their Taxes with the leajf Expence 
and !t^umber oi Officers poffible. Excifes are PoU- 
Taxes upon the Confumer^ raifed without Diftinc- 
tion of Ranks, or Abilities, at an immoderate and 
unneceflary Expence, which levy above double tha 
Sum upon the People^ which They bring in to the . 
GovernmeiiU Thi5 is Matter of Experience. For 
Inftance, 1 am fure that every Individual in this 
Kingdom pays at leaft p ^. a Year to the Duty 
upon Salt ; fo that a Family of eight People pays 
6 s. a Year, or i j. 6 ^. a Quarter • and there is 
DO real Difference in colleding it Quarterly, or 
Daily, as to the People ; but a very great one, as 
to the Produce of the Tax j for a Poll-Tax of ^d. 
per Head on eight Milliofjs of People would bring 
in §oo,ooo /. and if the Government had a Mind 
to raife only '*r^^t the Salt Tax produces at prc- 
fcnt, They might exempt all the poor Families in 
the Kingdom from this Burthen. 

What He fays concerning the Hardfliips of 
C^//////y' Ge/jtlemc}!^ under a tfcoi<jaJ2cl PoiiDrfs a 
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Teafy as well as the Parochial Clergy y is only a PvC- 
peticion of the fame Argument, with Regard to the 
* SaU Dutyy and was fufficiently anfwered at that 
Time. 

But the Projeffory it fecms, carried his Views 
ftill farther, and would not have been content with 
taking off the Lafid Tax only, if his Scheme had 
fucceeded, but propofed Ukewife to leflcn, or re- 
move fbme other DtitieSy which lye heavy upon the 
Poor J fuch asThofe upon Soapy Candles y Leathery 

i^c. 1 wonder the Cotijiderer did not add the 

Word modejl to impartial in his Title Page. It 
is well known that the Salt Tax is more univerfally 
burthenfome to the Poor than any other Duty 
whatfocver; and though it was taken off by Re- 
commendation from the Throne, nay, even with 
the Approbation of the honourable Gentleman Him- 
felf •, yet it was laid on again, two Years after- 
wards, in the very fame Parliamenty by the very 
fame Gentleman y and laboured as a Point, upon 
which the Continuance of his Power depended. 

If therefore his Affairs are grown fo defpcrate, 
that He cannot part with 07je Jingle TaXy I leave 
the World to Judge how far They may depend on 
his Promifcs for taking c^ feveral others. I am 
fure, at leaft, that if his Scheme would have relieved 
us not only from the Land-Taxy but. the Duties 
upon Soapy Candles and Leathery it muft have been 
extended much farther than He hath hitherto ac- 
knowledged ; for in order to effed all thefc good 
Ends,' it muft have produced near a Million and 
an half a Teary inftead of Jive hundred thoufand 
Poundsy which was the utmoft of his own roman- 
tick Calculation. 

There 
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There is, indeed, one Way of i^Iicving the Pete? 
from tbefe TaxeSy without an Excife ; for if the 
annual rroducc ofthc Jinking Ftindj above a A// A 
Iwfjy was appropriated to this Purpofe, the prefsfftj 
ffational Delt would be cancelled by that" Million^ 
if inviolably applied, in aS Years, at 4 per CenU 
Intercft ; and the Riches of the Nation increased 
many Millions, at the End of that Term, by the 
Incrcafe of Tirade j arifing irom the Abolition of 
thofe burthenfome Taxes on our MamifaBureSi 
A Motion to this Purpofe was made , laft Year, ia 
the Honje of Lords ; n)iz. T'hat the Produce oftbb 
finking r uikI fhould be apply d^ for the future^ td^ 
wards redeeming fuch Taxes as are mojt grievow$ 
to the StihjeSiy opprejjhe to the MatntfaSiure^ and 
dejiru£tive of Trade. But this Motion jp.ls'd in 
the Negative^ and if the Payment oi the publick 
Debts a few Years fooner is the principal Point 
in View, I will venture to maintain a feeming 
Paradox ; that the Abatemcjjt of fome Taxes may 
le the qaickejt IVay of charing the national Debt, 
If the Conffderer difputes the Truth of this Pro- 
polition, I will join Ifiiic with Him^ -and appeal 
to Figures ; which are ftubborn ThingSj and will 

not fubmit to his trifling Sophiftry. • In 

the mean Time, what can be the Meaning of the 
ProjeSlor's Inflexibility upon thefe Points? Will 
not the World be apt to lay that He finds the 
Tax^gathering Army to be of more Service to Him 
than even the fighting Army ; lince the Augmenta- 
tion of the former fecms to be perpetually running 
ip his Head, and employing his Thoughts ? 

I cannot quit this Branch of the Argument^ 
without obferving how much all the different 
Branches of the Kingdom are obliged to this 
Gentleman y in their Turns* .r-r- — =- Having drain- 
ed the poor Land-holders very liberally, durihg 
a long Gourfe of uninterupted Peace; He tutn'd 
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In^ iThiou^ty to the ' trading Part of the iTaii^^^ 
and projcdted additional But thens on Thethy at a 
lime when They were already ftaggctbg under the 
Weight of former Pftflures; occalioncd by a long^ 
Slcagnatiod di* Iradi at tXnUj ixid the Interruption & 
Ccmmrcd abroad ^^ befides many grievous Loiies^ 
by Captures and Depfidationiy whilft their owa' 
Hands were ty'd up from doing ThemlHvcs Ju^' 
Ifticc. -—:. Bat being defeated in thts ProjUi, by 
Ac tmitcd Vigour of the whole Nation, He feems 
to have, another Scheme wPettOy arid plainly iiiti- 
li^tes in Delign ot taxing the Fvuii^ ^ for amOng^ 
ofcjicr Afgtimcntb to' c^jofc the [Freeholders^ He 
mcntibhs the * Uni'eafondhlenefs of tdxtvg Landed 
Eftatcs", in drder that n)aft Sums of Mmey in the 
Fvnds, whtc/o ptodutre bettei Interejty may not bt 
fubftSt to fuch Paymnis. What Sum his Bonbtir maj^ 
ifatctid to foife mi^Way, do^s vi<3t yet appear • but' 
I bclicTC. the bare J ntimatiori oi fuch ajbeftpi will 
riot found 'very agrctabic in the Ears of the unhap^ 
p Prometm. of (fur pniblick Debti\ who have al^" 
ready ntd- thAxjeariy Insofne reduced oi^e T riiM £> j' 
which, accordbg to the Reafoning of % certain Re^ 
frefentation^ is equal td i third Part of their PrW'^ 
cipal ; and thtf PrOprictbfd of South^Sea Stock have 
bclid^ had a great Pairt^-of theit Gapiral already 
i^NiNiiEiiLAtED, fot thc Payment of a vaft Debt, 
fix'd upon Them without any faf isiaftory Account* 
Row it arofe, or apr6per Etaminatioa irfto the Conr 
dudt of Vhofe^ Under whofc Management it was 
contt'afifed. To This We muft add the prcfent mc-» 
l^ncholt.Chrcumftance of all the publick Creditors^ 
^hofe Properties are crdiy l)ay fiftking in their Va-^^ 
lue to fuch a Degree, that the Proje&or mray ices 
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t)iftrc& iq the Face of every Proprietor. I fl^tt 
dierefore feoi'C-^ it to his own CoBUiicratioh, \yhe^ 
tn,cf fucli alljtenacc of taxing. pur Funds caA ^ 
of apy Sc)Tdce, at thi? Timc» tjy tfie Support of 
Otir "fiiiking Cfc4ij;i and the Pqbl^ck will fee'tWo' 
tiie thip and Y^^^^ 'ATtifJce'*6F'pla)Tng dje^jfiM.- 
deSy _ Tra^ifir arid Moni£ii_ 7iiUT^s. againft^^cach o- 
tncr, according as it fer'vcs"hisrurpolea at'dific- 
Kiit Times i thpif|h,nodung is 'more evident.. thM. 
tjiat tSefe' Intcrefb are inIep*raMy muted, andomft 
ftand, or.jGJl:tugcther. ' ■. , ^ , . :. , -, 
.. WhaKvcr tBii Writer .may, think,. ijii cer^ 
^in tlia't "fbllbwing the' Trader into "hi? ^aups 
£^id Cellars^ or other prij^'e Ftf/i/itories if Gt»dsj 
l^hetherraw orijot, 19 fome Abridgment o£ J£«^- 
^ Z/^«r/y j and that every fi-ecand tradtrlft^ji- 
tion will avoid it, as .much aspoQible. TjieRc;" 
p\iHicks of * Holland md Vmef-, who aip J« jcart-*' 
fill bf.thejij publick Revenues aa. We can j&, j^vf r^ 
altow of any Juch PraSiicei ^^ aiid. it ip wfUlmpwa* 
s^at the Omers. wFiioc&iaviy^o Pmet:.ifjtaer 
and fiarcb.fUttfis -J fo thai OirExeiffS '^^At^py 
1^^ or a u-prfc Kind thaii Thqff, of otticr^atjcjis, 
even under arbitrary.^ Governments ^ and yet We, 
are coiiltantly told by Mother 0»Ao«b<j, and '^t^;^ 
}0ociatesy,th3t We are,^c bappieft 7cojpjjc.^ ijg^ 
the Face. pf the Earth, ai^ enjoy alt ii^e_Jii^^y^^ 
hamifti I^atare is capable ff' , j i,\,^^ 

'. .But Wearc.^uiijd th^^hefe Rcguktipns wciifr 
deljgncd only agiinfi: Sm^^ts and W im-BreiMers,^ 
!t)id the h^l th^ make any Ditiiijdioii bccwccn 
tiicytf/r y?jwfer and ipwmj^^r^rc all the. Dealers 
V\^ohac£o. arA.^^ne.tp pais under that iDcnomi^' 
nation? ■- . 4 - !■ ' , 
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It is farther argued that thefi injurious Dealcif 
might properly efwiigh be fubjeB te the^^mc Ldw, 
which the honeji Brewer of true Englifh Beer is 

continually under. This Argument hathjuft as 

much Force as the former, and is only quotmg ont 
Grievance in Juftification of another. It is vcfy 
ttue, tHat the honejl Brewer of true EngUp Behy 
(as the Cdnfiderer emphatically ftiles Him) hath 
been long (ubjcd: to thefe fevere Laws • and fo ate 
now many other honejl Traders^ of diftercnt Kirfcls. 
But what then ? Docs it follow from hence that 
thefe Laws are no Incroachment upon Liberty^ 'Stftd 
Interrqption to Trade • or that die Incon'iemefice 
will not be incrcafcd by the '£x^^;;/f(7;;' of: them? 
This Argument is another Proot that the Scheme 
Iiad a more general Driit than tlie ProjeSfo'r thought 
j5t to own ; for I will defy any Man to fhew' that 
the Cafe of the Brewers might not be urged ^ 
Arongly for converting all our T^xes into Ekcijisy 
as well as Thole upon Tobacco and Wine: 

Anocher Argument equally fallacious is, that 
* Places of Sale only were to be vifited, and that *n9 
Hoiife was to be enttr'd. I call This SHacious, afid 
might call it abfblutely falle ; for the Words of the 
Btll are all Warehoufes^ Storehpufes^ ^^Pf^^y Sh^y 
Vaults y Cellars and other PlaceSy ntoi^ ufe oj for 




fure, from the Vexation and Slavery of ftUh^'in'^ 
quijitorsy T am furc this Aflcrtion is abiblutcly 
falle as to the Body of the KetailerSy whofe Shop? 
and Store-Rooms generally rdke up the gteatfefll 
V^t .of their Hpulos^' 2xA ^t€ fe ^:a^:^v^^^'^^ 
rcthcr as to render tV\em* ia\\ ^-aSdit. A^ 

'^or the Truth o£ TU^\ ^?^\ ^ ^^^^''SJSS 
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JSrocerSy J)iJHlkrSy and other T^aderSy who have 
jilready the Misfortune to be under the Laws of 
Exetfe. 

It is proper to pbfcrye that tjic Conftdertt and 

. his Brethren conftantlj^ argue upon a Suppofitidn 

. that all the Profits of frauds go into the Met*^ 
fbapjfs "Pocket ' and that the Confuiper pays the 
whole Duty. Now it unfortunately happens that 

." tne of thefeWriters argued diredly contra^ to this 
Suppofitiori, in the Cafe of tlic Salt Tax^ by radea- 
Vouring to prove that the rnore Frauds were com- 
mitted in the Colledion of it, the cheaper Would 
Salt come to ihcCofifumer.''^^ a ftrange 

Thing jis it that tbefi Afen can never b^ a little 

. coniiifcnt, nor reniembef their own Arguments for 
iJiYear or two tPgcther? 

But whichever Side of this Confradidiop is true, 
I will venture to maintain ' tliaf whatever additi^ 
onal Sum is raucd upon any Commodity^ either by 
a mw Tax J or more rigorous Co)le^on of an 014 

. oncy ihdprice pi the Cpmmodity will Jbe auj^nen- 
jtcd ahrpe doubky in Proportion to the Augmenta- 
tion of the keveme-y and 'till the mwijicnal Writers 

. can prove the contrary, all their Diftindions be* 
twecn a new ST^x, and the dificrent Colleiftion oiT 

' jin old ope are vain and frivplous. ' ^ ^ ^ 

'^ 'I'hc Confiderer ieefns to admit, amidft all hiftfitic 
^Elogiumsbn tbis^illy that it wais not altogc^r 

. Jjlftifiablc, in every Refpcd; but tells us, at 

"jftic fame Time, that it was only zPropofal^ fubjeii 

■to the Amendments ofPairliamenty and might have 

tmdergQne any Alteration in the Committee, confix 

Bent with the puhlick IntereJlJ ^ As to This,'! 

. *&^ be very fhort ; for both the Bill and the De^ 

[fences of it, particularly the prefenty are only caJ- 

'£^^^ o/on^ Hnglc Amcddracnt, ptcfctibcd b^ S^taxr 



fjtmndoTf tmoSy O Fidcntbc, Uhlks 
MultdP non pjfutrt^ una Liiura pt4ft. 

He fays, in the fame Page^ tb^ th Bill €$kr 
frejly rmoves the greatcft Inconvepicncics, wki^k 
are complained of in the prcfent Laws of E^^ciiCi 
and would have ea/d the whole Excife Law, i» 

fever a I Particulars. 1 was at a Lofs to gucfii 

%hat He meant by Th^s^ till I came to die * next 
Page, where He tdls us that if was calculated V 
prevent Perjury, ly kjjening the Number of Oaths^ 
and relieving the Trader from fwcaring to his owm 
Books. ' * ' . 

It migbt be proper enough ito'i^, in thi3 Places 
who hath made the Ufe of Oaths fo frequent ani 
iommony as it if at prefent ? But, to wave thac 
point, is it really true that the Tobacco Bill wa3 
calculated to remedy that Evil ? No 5 tho' He 
talks fo confidendy p£ ita removing thegreafejl Jn^ 
fOHvepknces of WpfeJefJt UxcifeSy the iingle Ii^ 
*^ancc He mentions to prove it happens to be 
J&lfe ; for injp. 25 and 26 of the jB/7/, as it 13 
now prbted^ die Reader will fiti^the ibttowi^^ 
jClaufcs. 

' ^^ And it is bcitby faifher ena^d bf t)ie An* 
^ thority aforcfaid, that mU and every Perfbo or 
y^ Ferfons, who ihall idi or deal in Tokacco^ fysxjf^ 
^ and after the faid . Day of 

f^ ihall, and They are hereby direidpd aod rer 
?' quired to keep an Account of aU fuch fmafl 
** ^antitieSj pr Parcels of Tobaccpy nqt exceed* 
f^ ing the Weight of in one Paroet, ^ 

." He or They Ihall fell Cfr difj^fe of ki eadi Day, 
f^ and ihall every Ni^t enter i&to a Book.^ v<^ ^ 
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^* kept for that Purpofc, an Account of tjic gr9fi 

*' ^antities of the faid Gommodity, which have 

*^ been by him, Her, or Them, fold and delive-^ 

^ red in that Day, in fuch pnatl J^iainitieSy or 

'^ Parcels^ as ajforcfaid ; and tl^c iaid Sellers of, 

^ or Dc^nersin tcbacc&y ih'all alio keep one other 

** Book, wherein They ihall feverally entpr every 

'^ Quibtity and Parcel of T^haccB above the'V^eight 

^f^ of which He, She, or They^ mall 

'^'^ feU and deliver in each Day, £^^.' 

• *^ jaoyiDtD always, that no Sefierof^i orDea- 

'"^ !cr in * ^obaccoy as aforefaid, fliall have in his, 

*^ or her Guftody* more than one fuch Book of 

;^ ciach Sort, at the fame Time; and that when 

^ the faid Book or Books in his or her Guftody 

•^* fliall be filrd" up rcfpedively, the fame being rc- 

^ turned to the Officer, or Officers, for the (aid 

■** Inland ptity^ from whom l^hey were feverally 

"** received, upen the Oath, or^^ in Cafe of a ^^a^ 

"•* kefj upon the ihe solemn jA^f^irmation offtich 

[^ Seller or S^sUeYs^ Dealer or Dealers as aforefaidy 

'^ or of his or their SerDant or Servants -^ who 

^^* kept the fame and made we Entries therein^ 

V ^f^.^f Txi^th .{>f fuch Entries y according, to thehji 

^^of%^'htr^^'ortbeir KnCiWkdge or Belief \ todopc 

'^^ or more; new Book ot JBooks Ihall thereupon bfj 

'^^ delivered to fuch ife4)efctivc Sellers, or Dea^T 

^^ lers, ^c. 

", Wlhat therefore can be a groflc'r Impolltipn on 

"the Publicic thin the Aithor's Jprtion th^t 'th/s 

'BiU'A)ould htpoe reli&oedihe 'trader from swearing 

'tto iii$ 'oWn Books : . w||ien the expr^ft Wor4» 

;of the Biit^^xc that He is to swear tjo the frtitb 

^^ ^ei^ Entry in his BSoks*^ and is obliged ' '^^r^ 

J^l^^/ /^ y?/ down the grofs^ 'j^^wti^y o^ eveiy lejfer 

l^uajfftlty /// one Book\ and in anotbcf BooK e^er5 

/ar^^r ^f acuity ^ that He foall feU cwirjliaj cj 
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Ibis Life ?— Can This be . eallcd lejfenipi fhe J^am^ 
ief of Oaths 'y or is making Mcnjwear Jo mimiitJf, 
to THEIR OWN Books the Way to prevent Pej;:^^ 

ji^i^y? . . ^ . . . .' ! 

There is, indeed,. a Claufe at the latter End 
c^:}:hc ^ fi///, to if^ai a Claufc in an A6t of the 
ii'tli of the ligtte K&g,/ which iqnpoweri; the dm?. 
fjtijjfomrs b] E>icif€y upon the Oath of an Officcr^^ 
that He fuij)cc9:3. any De.ilcr of raaking/i^ ^ £/;- 
tms]^ to funyiiori fhe faid Dealer before Thco^ and, 
examine him. upon O.ath, concerning the Truth of his. 
Entries i Thisqames an Arae^rance, prM^ ^^^A 
of eifing the Traders from we^tprrfble' Ohligatioa* 
of purging. Themfclves upon, Oi?^^ as to .every Iit>L 
fife Quantity of Gpod^, which They icil ; but any! 
Man of Common Senfe, who roaids the foregoing. 
•Qaulcpj.wjll immediately fee the Fallacy, and pqi^! 
ce)ve that the Traders would have been obligpdj 
;ibt.wit^ft^nding This, "^ to fwear foery fnifJtiLdy Id^ 
their tmn ^h^ok^. , . . . \ 

.Having .thus c6nvi6kcd mr Jkithor of a grofe* 
Frevaiication, I will now Aew in what keme<3^ 
ti&ix 'BfU was fb far from taking away the inain^ 
^niiffces if. formr Ekcifes^ (1 fuppote" He p^ti«^ 
culaify means the Exeife on Coffee^ Teaatid l£tfii^ 
li^fi) that d^ thofejncomenitncts wou|d biavc beef^ 
Ipcrqii^ and aggraVatod, iq the CH-efent Caft. ,- . 
^ai^co^ as bought from the Merc^a^t, Js genoiij 
about yd. or 8 d. per Ptmjd\ and Teah ff^ 
tlp]:aily ^bout is^s. per Ptund. Now all the Bjib| 
ctJE^c'^^y wtichare oWcrved ai to a Fojtmd o(li0j^ 
^ tcqifmcdhyjB^^ co a Pounid of ^offiL 

tnoAgh it is not above a ioth. Part ofjhc VakicV^ 
Siia^^siOfi dac Charge, of weif^i^g. jnhacca fyovk 
>lmc~ta Tune, at the prec^nou^ Hdmpoif ^^jfoi 
iEMiJmM^ as tfdl.as'fhe TiX)uI;2ie:of ii^d^ P^ttA 
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OiHSy cnterihg aU Sales in Boohy and attehcUn| thi$ 
Offices y mtift n^vc bcch as great for a Pound of ?^- 
faccoj i&fot a Poiihd of Ted^ coftfeqiicntty an Ex- 
^i/i would have been twenty Times as burthetifomcf 
on the formety as on the latter: 

Whtther aff this Vexation and Eipehdc woulcf 
not have inbaticed the Price of Tobacco^ and there- 
by diminifhed the Confurri'ptioh amongft the ptprer 
Sort oj People J who chiefly ufe it, i^ another roint^ 
which deferves the Coftflderation of Thofe/ v^ho* 
promifcd Themfelves fach Mbxintafns 6f Gold from* 
ibis Scbemey by the Improvement of the kevenui. 

It is very remarkable that the Confiderer is id- 
tircly filcnt as to the Point of Juries j which isf 
more than I expeded, when I found Him in fiich 
a Vein of afferting^ for He might certainty fiav^ 
*ffii1ned that the Tobacco Bill reftored the Ufe of 
Jx7Rid$ with as much Truth, as that it was calcu- 
feted to prevent Perjuryy and relieve the Trader froni 
/wearing to his own Books. — Let nie thercfofe'asK 
Him whether Trials without Juties arc not an 
InconoeniencCy nay the greatefi Incon'benience com^ 
plain' d of in the prefetJt Excije Laws ; even ho left 
€han an Infringement of magna Cbarta itfetf ? 
* But to Ihew the ProjeSlors^ farther Regard foi' 
flie Landed Inter ejly it deferve$ a. Ihort Remark that 
the late 5/7/ took off all Apjicals to the ^artet 
Se/pon/ from the Sentence ot the Jufticey or Sub^ 
Cmmiffionery in* order to make the Country more 
dependent oa Him, and bii^ Them down to, the 
arbitrary Determination oi Judges y who may 'e3t«i 
^c£lt to be r R AssLAT.^r>y for good Behavioury ^ 
well as mv Lords the B — — — i'. 
•* The Confiderer hath advanced another i^rjgu-^ 
ment, in Eiehiatf of the Billy ib very pfcafiiht and 
iBgcnioQS^ that I cannot pafs it over in S&ctictr' 

« The 
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<< The very Time, fays He^ this Bill wa# 
^ brought Into the Houfe, when the Prolpcdof 
^ a f^ew EleSfion was lb near, is one Proo£ among 
^ many others, that the GentUmen for it folely in-. 
^ tended the Service of the Publick ; and hopei, 
^' by preventing grofs Abufes^ and thereby caling 
^ forne hean)y TaseSy to gab the Favour oi; 
^^ THeiR Coitntry/^ — -* He addi, that " ui>- 
^ concerned Spedlators, of great Wifdom and 
*^ Impartiality, are firmly of Opinion that this Dc«- 
^ lign of fiONBst PoptJLARiTx was thcir greatcft 
*' Crime, and in Truth gave Rife to the Oppcft^ 
^ tion. 

What a ftrange, tinfbrtufiate Creature muft thii 
'TfCjeSor be, that all his Schemes oi Popularity and 
^gaining the Fa^piit of his Country Ihould have the 
contrary Efied, and cfnd in univerfal Dctefiation ? 
This hath been remarkably his Cafe, in all his 
late Undertakings 9 and moft deplorably fo, in 
that darling Sciiemt^ which is at prefent under De- 
bate. I believe, indeed, that He did not fuffici- 
eiltly confider what Influence an approaching EUc-- 
»/W might naturally have on the Fate oifuch a 
Froje£t J and finding Himfclf quite wrong in the 
Manner of Tithing it, would willingly have That 
pais for the Proof of an honeji Hearty which wa» 
certainly the Pr<3duft of a blundering Head. 

Some following Pages are fpcnt. upon, the unfair 
^edi6ds of oppofing the Bilh Amongft othci* 
Things, the Confideret feems to be very angry 
•with a PiSure and a Song y which have oeen of 
fuch fingular Ufe in the Caufe of Liberty y upon 
fomc important Occalions, that I am loth to give 
them intirely up. I cannot deny, indeed, that a 
laudable Method may be fometimcs apply'd to bad 
•Purpofcs • but That is the Point in Difpute be- 
'twcen us. T^ic ProjeSor Hiaifclf hath often had 
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Rccourfc to fuch little Artifices ; and if He never 
met with the fame Succefs, the Fault was not ia 
his Intention ; but may be imputed, perhaps, to 
the wrong Turn of bis Satire^ as weU as the De-< 
ficiency of Wit^ which confliantly diftinguiflies it. 

But had tbefe wicked Oppofers of the Bill nothing 
Oil their Side, befides Clamour and ¥a&ion^ Mallads 
4nd Pi£iures*y without any Mixtures of Truthj ot 
Appearance of Argament ? That's very hard in-» 
deed ; and many People fecm to be prodigioufly 
miftaken in their Opipion of tbefe men^ by ima- 
gining that there were now and then (bmc ibrewd 
Things thrown out by Theni, with a Shew at 
leaft of Reafoning. However, let u$ for once fup- 
j)ofc the Cafe to be juft as our Author reprefcnt3 
It; that Noife and Nonfence got the better of 
JiiJUce asd Reafon ; in tnis Gale, I fay, the natu* 
taf Inference to be drawn from it is not altogether 
•comfortable either to the Peopky or the Jmnijier^ 
If the Excife'-Scheme was unrealbnablc, why was 
it propofed? If it was reafonablc, why did it not 
pals in a Parliament, where the Court had an in- 
fuperable Majority, as the Conftderer aflures us 

. riimfelf ? — ^Ts it not a melancholy Situation, when 
the hefi Things from a Minijler arc folpeftcd ; and 

■ the People will not accept even of Salvation from 
his Hands? 

Our Author expatiates very largely on the 
Arts made Ufe of to affright the Natien with the 
J^afJg^^ gromidlefs Terror of a general Excise. 
How grotwdleCs it was, hath been often proved ; 
tnd the Cotijiaerer would do well to anfwer what 
hath been faid on this Head, inftead of repeating 
the fame idle Trumpery over and over a thoufand 
Times. What is 2l general Excife but an Accumu- 
Jation "^^ particular Excifes ? And if He willpleafc ' 
to add what Yfcrc dcfimcd by tbis Bill to vVvofc^ 
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which already fuWift, He will find a pretty large Ca^ 
talogue; but as thefe witty Writers arc ^pt to be 
troubled with Ihorc Memories, I muft beg Leavt 
to refrefh them with a ihort Recapitulation. The 
'£)flowmg Commodities are already edicifed:^ viz. ^ 
^€er mA Jfky Mtm^ Cyder ^ Perry mA/weet Wines -^ 
Malt J Brandy and all diJiilPd Spirits:^ Leather^ 
Scapy Candles y Mops ^^ Paper ^ Pajte-Boardsy Mlt- 
BoardSy €^» Silh md Callicoes ^ Starchy Hidts^ 
Wirey and wrought Plate ; Cards and Dice : Coffee^ 
Tea and Chocolate ; Salt.-r-^^To Thefc We muft 
add Tobaccoy Wine and Sugar y which are all known 
to have been ia "die ORiGiNAt Scheme ; and thea 
ict the ConJidereTy or his Patrot;^ name my oA 
material, in^ted Commodityy which would have 
l>een left at the Cuftomhoufey or une^cifed. — — -ThU 
Catalogue^ I fay, makes a pretty ibrmidaUc Fi* 
gureof ittelf ; but when We connder the vaft MiJ- 
tituie oi Traders and Healer Sy who arc aB&dled by 
thefe EiiciJeSy the Argument will appear in a mucn 
ft-onger Light. Let us therefore enumerate them 
once more. 

'I* Brewer Sy DiJIillerSy Innrj und all other Per- 
keeperSy Vi3uallerSy QfJjiemeny/fonSymfAingyim^ 
Munfy Cyder and Perry'fnakerSy)>^Ttxtigy or deaf- 
MalJlerSy fweet Wfue^'n^ahers^ng in excifeabh 
Vimgar^mahers ■ JLiquors. 

Soap'BoikrSy Dmggijlsy Gra-"^and all other Vcv» 
fetSy Tallow^ChandUrSy Starch^ /fons conccm'd in 
makersy PerfumerSy Peruke^ma-^Teay Coffeey Cho^ 

kersy Barbers^ Chandlers \colatey Starchy 

jPowdery &c. 

E a Hop^ 



• See the Argument againft ExH/iS i p. 4 J. 
' ^ §:t ib$ femd Part of an -4rjttmtnt ft^a\tvjt ^^%^>^^ \^ «^; 
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ers of Salt'^PiUy Leather^fellerSy \ 
JLimjen-DraferSy Paper^viakerSy V 
Paper-Jlai tiers , CalUcoe and and fcvcral other 
Linnen'^PrinterSy PaJie^Boardy I Pcrfons, concern- 
Mill^Board and iSfale^Board- ?cd in making, or 



vending theji 
CminoaitieSm 



maker Sy GoldfmitbSy Silver* 
ftnith^y and Workers of PlatCy 
JVire^drawerSy and Refiners of 
gilt and Siher Wirey Card^ma" 
hrsy Dice^makers • ^ 

All thefe Trades have already the Misfortune to 
be under the Laws of Excife*^ to which We muft 
add Thofe, who would have been in the fame Con- 
dition, had the late Scheme taken Effc<9:; fuch as 

fohaccO'MerchantSy Wim^'^aTid all Retailers 
MercbavtSy Stsgar-^MerchantsYo^tbofe Commodi-^ 
^obacconijlsy VintmrSy Sugar^TtieSy not already . 
Bakers • ^ •— ^ jexcifed. 

Now, if We look through all the Cities and troh 

ding TUfjns in England^ We ftiall find them inha- 

. bited and fupportcd chiefly by ftich Sort of Mehy 

;who are, or would have been cut off from the 

^common Privileges of their .F.ellow-^ubjeds, by 

this Method of Taxation. 

One Thing more I muft obferve upon this 
Branch of the Argument: viz. that there are t^mo 
^ J^inds of Escifcs*^ one of which flops at the Ma* 
* kery oxJiTfl Owner j. fuch as That upon Beer and 
jllcy Malty HopSy Soafy CandleSy ^c. the other fol- 
lows the Comniodity not only into the Retailer's 
Shop, but wherever it goes, and is liable to be 
Tciz.ed, without a Permit'^ fuch as That upon 
Brand)\ Rfwty Arracky Coffeey ^ea and Chocolatey 
'^c.T-rAnd here it defcrvc3 a particular Remark, 
^a'r tilt (^ar f?/C(ferfi E^cifeSy except TVvat ot^ SaU^ 
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as well $s Thole intended by the late SchenUy are 
of the latter Kindy which is vaftly more grievous 
and expeniive thiui the others both to the Govern 
tnent and the IPeople. What a vaft Deal of Mo* 
defty, Candour and Veracity muft our Author 
therefore have, when he ancrts that it was an 
exprefs Part of the Scheme to remove the chief 
Inconveniences, afid would have lejfened tb$ 
Extent of the Excife:, That is, an Extenjion of 
Excife Laws would have leflened the Extent oftbi 
EMcife ! 

But it would have leen 77me eno^gby fays the 
Confiderer, to raife Alarmsy when They found thp 
Uafi Tendency towards a Defign to excije atjy Part 
^our Food, or to enter any^ private House,—' 
That is, in plain Engljfhy it is Time enough to 
rftruggle, when the Kiiife -is at our Throat; a 
Maxim, which, in its full Extent, hath overturned, 
and will overturn all the Liberties of Mankind, f 
like the Counfel of the Bird in the Fable much 
better ; which was to pick up the Hemp'feedy im- 
mediately after it was fown. To apply this FaWc, 
Liberty is not half fo much in Danger of being 
mattered by Scaladey as by Undermining. 

But to come a little nearer to the Point; is no 
Part of our Food already excifed ; Is not Wine, 
by long Habit, become Part of our Food ; even 
fuch a Part of it, as to many Pcrfons, and in 
many Cafes, to be not only- convenient, but ab- 
folutcly ncccflary to Lifer Let pur Author ask 
the meaner Sort ©f People, as well as fome of 
higher Rank, and He will find that even 7o^ 
hacco is confidered by Them as Part of their 
Food*y or at leaft as ulcful to Them as their 
Food. Let Him confult the fair Sex^ vx tJx^^TMssj;, 
Manner, whether They dotvt \ooV \x^\^ ^^^^> 
% and ChocoJatey as a Psirt oi tJcvcvt ¥cod- ^^^^^*^ 
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all thcfe. Commodities, arc treated as Articles of 
Ijixury by the minifterial Writers ; and if Thcjr 
can pcrfuadc the Gefjtkmen of England to leave c^ 
drinkingif?!/^ and im02itk^Tobacco \ or if the i-^- 
dies^ even of the Court Partj/y will agree to burn 
all their Tea^tablesy and fubmit to the homely Rc- 
jgulations of old Queen Befs's Maids of Honour ^^ I 
promiic to give Them no farther Trouble onthfa 
^ubjed ; but, in £uch a Cafe, I muft delirc Them 
once more to confidcr what would become of our 
Conmercey and ccfafequcntly of the Remam^y which 
wcas to -be fo prodigioufly improved by this Schinte. 
I can go ftittfarther, and defylnem to prove 
that no Part of our Foody in the ftridteft Sente, is 
already excifed. Will Tliey pretend to lay that 
Beer and Jley Cyder and Perry are no Part of our 
food ? Can They affirm that Salt is not an abfolutc 
Ncceflary of Life ; or that this Part of our Food 
is not already under an Excife ; a Taxy which a& 
fedls not the Great and the Rich only, but the 
poorcft Farmer, Manufa&urer and Day-Labourer ? 
Not a Piece of Bacony faked Beefy or Pork can 
They cat ; not a Pound of Buttery a litde Cheefsy or 
tvcn a Bit of Bread can They make, without con^ 
tributing fomething to it. This, no Doubt, is a 
great Favour to the Landed Jntereji ; and as to 
'Na^igationy arc not all our Ships vi6kuard with 
faUed Proviftons ? Let any Man therefore judge 
what an Eafe this Tax muft be to our Commercey 
and how likely to give us the Ballance of Trade. — 
I am therefore at a Lois to guefs what Mo- 
tives could poflibly induce our Jtithor to fay that 
ft had been Time enough to raife Alarms y wh^n They 
found the leafl Tendency towards a Dejign to exciji 
any Part of our Food ; bccaufe That is really gi- 
ving op the Point, and fufficicntly juftifics au our 
'Alarms^ 
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[ As for entering private Hotifes^ ft appears from 
What hath been laid before tnat almcSft all the tra^ 
difj^ Part of the Kingdom are already, or ivoukt 
have been, labjea to this unwelcome Vifitation, by 
tiie Execution of the iate Scheme. It is true, in- 
deed, that the ProjeSfor and his Advocates have 
lately been plcafed to put this vaft Body of Men 
upon the fame Foot with Inn-^keeperSy Viff nailers^ 
and Retailers of Geneva^ in order to lubjedl Thcni 
to defame Laws. The Traders^ no Doubt, arc 
highly obliged to Them for this Favour, and I hope 
will take Ibme Opportunity to return it ; for, ac- 
cording to this new Doorine, three Parts of the 
Houfcs in England might be entered at Pkafare^ 
and yet the ProjeSlor might continue to infift that 
there was not the kajl Tendency towards a Defigi$ 
to enter any private House. 

But this Pobt like wife will admit of fomc far- 
ther Examination; for, even private ' HonfeSy ac- 
cording to the Proje£tor*s Dodririe, arc already 
under the LawsofEiccifej in fomc Particukrs. I 
fnean the Houfes of private Gentlemen and others^ 
who live upon their Fortunes, without following 
any Bulinefs;; for, not to infift on the Inf^Bors of 
the Window'LightSy who very nearly rciemblc the 
Officers of the Chimney TaXj let Them look into 
the A6t of the 6th or the late King ; by which 
no Gentleman can fend a little Prcfcnt of Brandy ^ 
ftumy or Arracky to a Friend, even after He hath 
paid' the Duty, without a Permit y which will not 
pc granted Him, unlefe He enters his Hmfe^ and 
thereby ful^cdte it to the Vifitation ^f Excijemeny 
like pttblick Houfes. By the fame ASiy no private 
jGentleman can Keep above 63 Gallons of any of 
thefe Liquors in his Houfe, without entering rif.-— 
By the Aft of the lOth of the fame Kin^, no 
.Gcatlcmah cao^ have a little Chocolate made in hii 
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Hottfe, without Permijpon from an Officer y ^^ 
ibree Days Notice j as well as fwcaring to the 
j^antity made^ and carrying it to the O^c, ready 

iiurapt up in Papers^ to bejiamp*d. Do not both 

thefe Laws J in lomc Mcafure^ affcd private Houjes ; 
or can They be faid not to have the leafi Tendency 
to fUch a Dejign ? , 

This is fufficicnt to Ihew that fomc Parts of our 
Tood^ even in the ftridtcft Scnfc of the Word, arc 
already excifed'^ and that private Houfes are not 
altogether free from tbofe Laws. In Ihort, when 
the ProjeHor and his Advocates difown any Defiga 
of a general Excije^ They can mean only an «/;/- 
verfal Excife^ which I believe there is not one In- 
ftance of in the whole World, even under the moft 
tyrannical Governments • and if an Excife was ac- 
tually laid on Fijh and Flejbmeatj They might as 
well pretend that it had not the leaji Tendency to 
a GENERAL Exc^sE, bccaufe Apples y EggSy Milky 
or any other Commodities, of the fame Kind,', 
might ftill remain free. 

All thcfe Points, concerning a general Excife^ 
have been fully explained before in leveral Dii- 
courfcs upon that oubjcft ; but the conftant Re- 
petition of the fame Things from the minijlerial 
Prefs makes it ncccflary juft to touch them over 
again, m thi$ curfory Manner. 

The Cojifiderer affirms, in the fame Page, that 
this Method of C$Ue{iion had been tried with uni^ 
^erfal jipprobationy and great Succefsy upon other 
Articles ; particularly Coffee and Chocolate. — 
How Ihamelcfs is this Author ? Scarce a Line 
drops from Him without a grofs Falfity, through 
the whole Difcourfe, In the prcfent 6afe, what 
hath been trycd with univerfal Abhorrence^ He 
hath the Impudence to call univerfal Approbation. 
ScJjdes, He is guilty of a m«aa Prevarication, by 
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dropping the Article of Tea^ which b knoyh td 
have bcai run in greater Quantities than ever \t 
Was, before this advantageous Regulatidff of tki 
Duties^ as it is called, was irttfoduied* 

He hath the confummatc Folly to add, that tht 
Complaint of a general Excile was never heard oK 
when a, more rigorous CoUeSion was appointed fot 
Coffee and Chocolate, than what was lateh pro^ 

pofed for Wine and Tobacco* — God fepows^ 

that Law is rigopus toough ; though not more 
rigorous than the «f;&^f, which is almoft a Tran- 
(cript of it ; but I can give this Author feveral 
Rcafons why the Tea-Asi pafs'd fo glibly at thjit 
Time, and without fuch a genctal Complaint as 
hath lince attended the Kvictfe Bill. At prefcnt, I 
will mention only two* In the Jirji Place ^ thd 
Projeclor was then in the Meridian of his Glory^ 
and rioted In thfc Plenitude of Power, without 
fuch an Oppofition as was neceffary to contfOul and 
defeat his Meafures. Secondly^ the Body of the 
People were not fo fully apprized, at that Time, 
oi the Nature, Confequences and Progrds of Ex^ 
cifes^ as They have been iirice : and therefore 
might be led away by the plaunble pretence of 
preventing Frauds. But it is well known that the 
Druggies comphWd very heavily of it. Indeed/ 
one of the tninifhrial Advocates had the Aflurance 
to ai&rt, laitWintcrj * that thefe^erefi andmoji qh^ 
ffoxious Oaufes in the Tea- Ad were adroifed ly th^ 
principal Df uggifts in Town^ whtt we¥e confulted 
upon th0t Occajiofi. This obliged the Dtuggifls to 
purge Themfelvcis from lb ridiculous an Imputation, 
by declaring, ih all the News-Papers^ that Thejf 
Jhenuou^y oppofed the Bill j that ney petitioned the 
'Parliament againji it i and when their Petition 

F b<id\ 

♦ See theCourani of SAtufia^ Die 1. ^H)! fecoivd t at\ < ^ 
Jfiununh isfc. p. 34, and the ifpf cniix^ ^* \^ ^ 
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had the bard Fate to be rcjcdked, TTbey profofid fif% 
veral Expedients to make the lazv^ eafier to Thim\ 
H/uhicb were undertaken and prdmijidby the worthjF 
Gentleman, who alone hath fUe Hpnour of beii^ 
thought the Proiedor and Advifer of it> and wb$ 
only hath found bisjccount in it. . v 

Ncidicr can it furcly be . iforgot that the Drtsg^ 
gijfs^ Grocers J and other Ferfons, dcalino; in Coffin f 
^eay and Chocolate^ have iince petitioned the Par-^ 
liamcnt to be relieved from the Rieour of tba^^ 
JjaWy and had once more the hard Fate to ice 
their Petition rejected. 

We are now come to the Tnfiru^fionf y/whidx 
moil of the Cities and Corporations in England 
addrcfs'd to their Rcprefentatives, acq^uamting^ 
Them with the terrible Cpnfequences of the tateh 
Scheme^ and rcquefting Them to oppofc it The 
Cotifiderer fecms to be hiehiy mcens d at thefe fea^ 
finable Applications ^ and raves againft them fof 
fevcral Pages together, under the Name of jpj4r/w ' 
Commands and authoritative Injun£iionSj which 
tend to introduce a new legijiative Power j to rtih, 
the Parliament \ and govern the Gmernnfef it 'y witlj, 
a great deal more fucnStufiJ which is only dirowo, 
in to blind the Eyes of the Reader, and perploj;-. 
the Point m Difpute. 

For my Part, I cannot recoUedk, upon the ilriiStr.j 
eft Examination of my Memory, that the Word. 
Command^ or IvjunSHoVy or any Word fynonimous,^ 
or equivalent to it, was made Ufc of in any Part 
of the hiftruBions laft Winter j nor can I perceive 
in what 1 hey difier'd from meer ReprefcfTtation^ ' 
and Petition J or from offering their Opinion and 
giving their iReafons • which this Author (eems to 
allow HimfcUI They did not lay any.compullivc^ 
Obligation on the Members to follow them. If 
They had an additional Influence from the a^ ^ 
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proactipg ElMfMS^ it was ac lucky Circumftance 
&t the People ; and I ihould be very forry to find 
tbat the Proj^^or hath a Secret of making Corjpo-. 
ffdons chufe Perfons, who a<5fc contrary to their 
Senfe and Intereft ; for let their Judgmeut^ in thcfc 
Cafes, be right or wrong, it cannot be abfolutcly 
Ipcjedkcd, without infringing their Liberty ; and it 
wouki certainly be much better that their Choice 
ihould be injudicious^ than not free. 
' As to the Inftances, affign'd by our Author^ in 
which this PraSUce may be dangerous to our Gon- 
ftitution ; I anfwer in general, that there may be 
€af€s put, where the very beft Things may be 
tiird'd to an ill Ufe ; that Inft'ruBions from Corpora^ 
tion^ have been, and may be, of lingular Ufe to 
the Caufe of Libertyj on fomc important Occa- 
fions. 

How the Inftancc of the Parliament's disband^ 
tng the Army in King William^i Reign xromcs to be 
tmStcd into this Argument, I am really at a Lofs 
to comprehend ; for if I remember right, there 
were no Inftrudions from the Country, either for 
disbanding^ or not disbanding. However, let us 
beftow a Remark or two on this ihipertincnt Di- 
greffion. It fcems then, according to our Author^ 
that the fecofid Wat with France was occafion'd by 
^ Redu^oti of our Troops, at that Time* 
Well, let us fuppofe the Cafe to be fo ; and that 
'France would have abided by the Partition Treaty^ 
if our Army had been kept up ; would That have 
altered the State oi Europe tor the better? Was 
not an AUyance between a King of Spain^ of the 
Houfe of. Bourbon J agd an Emperor ot the Atfjfrian 
Family, the Rcafoh df our Counter- AUyance with 
France ? If therefore an Allyaiice only was fo dread- 
ful, what would an Union of tbofe tisjo Gto'^iTia^ tn 
tb0 fame^ Prince havejxctv tYvou'^it^ ^cxv^x&sv^ ^^ 
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the Politicks of 17^5? That it was a hhody and 
$xpenjke War is true ; but, at the fame Time, it 
yras a glorious War ; and if one was to rcafon from 
Succcls, disbanding the Army did not prodnce any 1 
real Evil, but the contrary j for the Nation was 
able, in a very litde Time, to appear in the Field 
ivith more formidable Armies than ever before ; . 
which experimentally verifies an old Obfcrvation, 
that a Britijh M>narchy who hath the Command 
pf his Subject's Purfe, iipon all neceflary Occafi- 
pns, can pcvcr want Troops. I muft however own 
that what the jhtbor fays ought to give us a com-* 
i^Drtablc Profpcd ; for if the Want oj an Army was 
the Occafion of a War^ in King WiUiar^s Time, I 
hope a numerous Army^ under the Command of our 
prefent moft gracious Sovereign, will prevent one 

^t prefent. But let us return to the People's^ 

flight of petitioning and inJiruStin^ their Members^ 
It is too well known, by Experience, that Par^ 
Jiaments are neither infallible, nor impeccable ; but 
have often run contrary both to the Intereft and 
Scnfe of the People. Now, in fuch a Cafe, what is 
%o be done? Let me ask thefe Writers^ whe- 
ther the Members of the Houfe of Commons are the 
People^s ReprefbntativeSy or not \ and whether, un- 
like all other Deputies and TruJleeSy They are aWb- 
. ktcly independent of their Principals and ConJH'^ 

■^'- ' " iuefjts ? In Anfvvcr to This, it hath been fometimcs 
. / .S^rgued, that the coUedfcivc Body of the People 
p-ansfcr all their Power to Thofe, whom They 
chufe to reprcfent Them, and have nothing farther 
to do in Matters of Government, than to yield an 
implicit Obedience to their Decilions, But the 
'Fallacy of this Argument hath been fully proved 

* from the Nature and Defign of Parliaments^ as 
ijvcll as the Praftice of all Ages. However, as it 
/> a J^oipt^ which hath been muciv corvtto\ctt^ otv . 
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€f2e Si(ky to fervc a Turn, and will I hope be fuBy 
eflabiifhed on the other ^ for the Sake of our Coo- 
Ititutipii, it may be of Ufc to give it a litdc far- 
ther£xamination. 

H is wdl known by every Body, who hath but 
juft dipt into our Hiftory, that rarliiffnents were 
formerly called on fome particular Erhcrgence of 
State, and difmifs'd as loon as the Bulinefe was 
over. Ib thofc Timcs^ the People were generally 
apprized of the Occafion, for whidi a ParliamefJt 
was called, and therefore were enabled to acquaint 
the Elefiedydth their Senfc of the Matter, before 
They came up to Town. Yet, even in thofc 
Times, if any Thing unexpedled happened to oc- 
cur, during their Sitting, They commonly delircd 
Leave to confult their CofjJlituefjtSy before They 
came to any Refolutions. Of This there are In- 
ftances in our Hiftories; but I have lately met 
with two, which come up fo diredtly to the Point, 
that I am fure the PuUick will excufe my quoting 
them. 

The firft is in the Parliament 9** Edw. 3. * 
^* when a Motion being made for a Subfidy to be 
^^ granted of a new Kind, the Commons anfwc- 
^^ red They would have Contcrefice with ^hofe of-^ 
^' their feveral Counties and Placet^ *who had put - 
^^ 7%em in Trufty Ufore Tlbey treated of any fuch 
^^ Matter. 

The other Injiance is in the 13th of tl^c fame * 
Reign. '^ The King declared to the Parliament 
*^ that He with others about Him ftood bound 
*• for fumifhing Him and his Allies in 30,000 /. 
*^ which He ought to pay, and therefore wanted 
^^ Aid of his Commons to pay the fame ; but the 
^^ Commons made Anfwer that They knew and 
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i^ tcaderoi the Kif^'s E/fate^ and were ready to 
** aid Him *j only in this new Device Thcydurlb 
*^ not agree, without farther Confcreo^e with 
^ their Counties ; and fo praybg Reipite lujtil a*- 
*^ nother Time, They pronufe to travel to tfccir 
*^ Countiesy to confult Them in thi* gr^^nd Jffi$ivi 

From hence it appears that even ia tho& early. 
Times, when Prerog^ve ran fo high, and the Na-- 
tlon enjoyed no J^ihrtyy as Modier Osimm aflures 
us, the iioafe of Qmwwn^ would not come mtp 
any mw :7f x, of an extraordinary Nsttu^, with- 
out confultingJ7l>^, whom They rcpBcfcnted, and 
from wiK>m They derived aU their Authority, 

If We come down to the Times> when the 
Pr^icc of /i9/iff ParliatnefiU grew in Fafliion, Wc- 
ftall find the fame Right exerted, upon fevcral Qc-» 
cafiorjs; and furely nobody will deny that the JE«- 
ercife of it grows more and more expedient, in Pro^ 
portion to the Length of Pariiamenfs ; fince it ia 
impoffible for the People to forcfee, at the Time< 
oiEleilion^ what Afiairs may come under their. 
iJeliberation for fcveral Years to come> aqd there- 
fore muft refer vc their Thoughts tp Thcmfelves' 
till fome Point of Mon^ent is actually brought up- 
on the Carpet, or difcovers itfelf to the rubliclc, 
and fumiihcs Them with Matter of InJiruSiion. 

In the Reign of Charles the ad, We meet with 
many Addrelics of this Kand ; in which fevcral * 
CoufJtieSy Gties and Corporations not oily return their 
re(pcdive Members Thanks for their part Servi- 
ces, in profocuting the Authors of tiic P(0b Phty 
and the Progrefs They had made in the JExdjafion 
Bill ; as well as their EndeoFoours tofecwte the Meet^ 
ing and Sitting of frequent Parliaments, to repeal 
an AB of the ^ph o/Elixabpth, in Fawur ofVvo^ 

tcftant 



* Se<f the S/ati Traas of fiat Reign i or • Pmv>^ VdXvOl^^ 
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|t«ftarit Dillcntcrs ; » brifjg the Authors of wicked 
Gouofels /o condign Puniftment:^ and for afferiing 
tkiir undoubted Right 0/ Petitioning; I fay. 
They did not only return their Repr^vntatiws 
Thabka for their glorious G)ndu(^, in all thcfe 
Fdnts^ but exhorted Them to pcrfeverc in the 
fimic jg;x)d Endeavours ; humbly requeuing Them 
not to ctonfent to any Mmey^BiUy till" their Gr/6- 
tances^ arc rcdrcfe-d, tod even promifing to Hand 
by Them, in the Purfuance of thofc Elnds, with* 
didr hivks and Fortunes. 

There vrte, indeed, a Set of Milcreants in that 
Age, a& well as in ours, who traduced (bis Right 
of Petitioniifg^ ift4editious, and declared an Ah^ 
mrrency of it; but They received a fcvere Cenfurc 
in Parliament, and have been ever fincc branded 
in Hiftory with the infamous Name of Abhomts^ 

£«ct us now come to the Reign of K. William^ 
in which the Exercife of this Right vf2LS again re- 
fumed. 'The Cafe of the Kem^ Petition is well 
known ; in which fcveral Gemdemen of that County 
undertook to inilradt not only their own Reprefin^ 
tativesj but }^c whole Piorliantentj in Momy^Mat'- 
ttf^. This was cenfured by the thiife^ as irregu- 
lar ; and yet fe how fome Fdks ihift their Prin-^ 
ciplesj like their Cloathsy accor4ing to the Wea- 
ther ! For even the RcafonaWenefs of this Petition 
was maintftin'd by fome of thofe very People, who 
now treat the Ute h^mSions againfi the Excife-^ 
BiJly in which Trade and Lihmy were concerned, 
as tumultuous and ilicgaU 

; In the &mc Reign, the City cf f London^ and 
the Borough of Sotithwark gave yctyjhong Infira^ 
Bions oftht iih Nature to their Members y without 
any Coifurcj though They entered into a p^rricu- 

"^t'^c KffMff's Hifiorj •/ Etigju^d. T 
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br Detail of the Intcrcft ofEaropey at tha? Timc^ 
and dire&ed their Members, in a pretty authorifa^ 
tive Stile J how to behave in the momentous A& 
fair of Peace and War. 

It ought to be obferved that all thefe Addtejfis 
ran ii^ I*avour of the Court :^ and I hope it will not 
be maintam'd, even in this Age of Contradi&ions^ 
that the People of England have not the fame 
Right of applying to their Reprefeatatives againfi 
the Meafurcs of the Cottrty when They fee Oo^on. 

The Right of Petitioning and InJiruSing being 
thus warranted by the Pradtice of all Ages ; it re- 
mains only to be confidered whether it was pro* 
pcrly excrcifed, or not, againft the late Excife-Bill^ 
and here, I chink, there is but little Room for 
Dilputc; for if this Privilege isjuftifiable at any 
Time, or in any Cafe, it was certainly fo, on that 
Occalion* Shall a wicked Scheme agamft the.Tr^, 
the Liberty sad Property vf the SubjeSf be fet on 
Foot by an audacious Projeffory and muft the Peo* 
{Je pamvely fubmit to it? Shall the Briti/b Na» 
tiony who have fpent fo many Millions of Moncy^^ 
^d loft fo much Blood, m Defence of th^ir Li- 
berties and Conftitution, fit ftill and tamely fuflcr 
the gallbg Fetters of Excife Laws to be rivettcd 
on their Legs by an Inventor of Crueltyj without 
any Struggles to relieve Thcmfelves ? God forbid I 
It is their Right, nay it is their Duty, in all fuch 
Calcs, to implore the Protedlion of Thofe, who 
are intrufted with their Liberties y and will fupport 
Them, as long as our Conftitution is preferved* 
They exerted this Righty in the late Cafe^ with 
Prudence and Vigour, and therefore with Succefe. 
This is not only a Subjcdb of Toy at prefent, but 
ought to give Them Comfort, m Times to come ; 
for I muft agree with the * Craftsman ip hoping 

thar 
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that tbefe Methods will he revi'Ved in the fame prit^ 
4ent and t)igorous Manner^ upon all extraordinary 
Occafp^ns. ^ 

Biit lincc the Conjiderer is plcas'd to difputc thi« 
Point fo ftrcnuouflv, I wilh He would confult one^ 
who not onlv undcrftood our Conjiitution as wdl 
as any Man m Englandy but had likewife the moll 
•tender Regard for it ; I mean Mr. Locke; one d: 
thofe Slnl&ious Writers^ with whofe Bajlo's her 
prefent Majefty hath been pleafed to adorn her 
Country Retirement. I hope therefore that I may 
be jyrmitted to quote two or three Paflages from 
Him, about civil Liberty^ without any OScncei 

*^ The * Community, fays He^ perpetually re-» 
*^ tains afupreme Po^^r of faving Themfelvcs from 
*' the Attempts and Dciigns ot any Body, even 
^^ of their LegiJlatorSj whenever They IhfJl be fo 
** foolifti, or ib wicked, as to' lay and carry on 
*^ Deligns againft the Liberties and Properties o^ 
^' the Subject 

In another He fays^ f " where the Body of 
^' the People are deprived of their Right, either 
^' by the Executively or LegiJJative Power^ having 
^' no Appeal on Earth, 1 hey have a Liberty to 
^^ appeal to Heaven, whenever They judge the 
*' Caufe of fuificient Moment. 

Jgain J t '< The Legijlative ads againft th^ 
^^ Truft repofed in Them, when They endeavour 
*^ to invade the Property of the SubjeSfy and to 
^^ make Thcmfdves, or any Part of the Commu- 
^' nitj) Matters, ot arbitrary Difpofcrs of the 
" Lives, Liberties, or Fortunes of the People. 

Thefe are the true Principles of Liberty ; the 
Prmciples of the Revoliitibu • and though They 

Q ought 

* Ejhj «n civil 6w«r»i*n«Jit, Ca.\>. \V Kxv. \k^^ 
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ought not to be put in Execution^ unlds lo Caiei 
o{ the utmoft Extremity ; yet They ihotild be 
conftantly kept in the Mmds of the Feeble ; and 
every Man, who endeavours to eraze, or depre- 
date them, is an Enemy to our Conftitution, and 
iaps the Foundation ot the prefent Eftabliihment« 
That thefe ItjftruSlions were enforced by Mma* 
€ts and Ti4mtilts^ as the Cowjpderer afierts, is abfb- 
lutcly falfe ; and therefore delcrvcs no pinicular 
Anfwer. Popular Infults upon Members ofParlia^ 
tnetJt are condemned by all reafonablc Men, as 
much as our Juthor. It is however a mclanoholy 
Appearance, when the People begin to lofe their 
'RclpeA for an Houfe of Commons^ whom They na- 
turally revere as their Protcdors ; but when Things 
fare carried within Doors^ contrary to the general 
Sentiments of Thofe without^ the Populace will be 
apt to exprefs their Diflikc and Refentment. It 
is an old Prinlcgc, or Cuftom, which They have 
been in PoflcHion of for many Ages ; and cannot 
be intirely taken away, widiout .tearing up Liberty 
by the Roots at the fame Time. But alas! the 
Influence, which arifcs from the Voice of the People^ 
is very fmall in Comparifon with That from atio^ 
ther ^tarter J One VVhifper can do more than ia 
thoufand Huzj.a's. A little Scrap of Paper, in the 
Hands of a Minijler^ hath often had a more perni- 
cious Influence upony2^^^ ParliamefJtSy than ah 
hundred Clubs in the Hands oi^^Moh. Yet ftill 
I am ready to confefs that all Violence of this 
Kind ought to be rcftrained ; though it hath of^ 
ten proved falutiferous, and preferved the Liber- 
tics of popular States. To gire one Inftance a- 
mongft many other?, which might be produced, 
Amfterdam would have been given up to the Frefjcby 
in the laffc Age, had not the Populace very fca- 
iinably j'ntcrpofcd. 
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Nothing renders the ProjeSior more ridiculoof 
than his continual Apprchcnlions of Plots and jif- 
fixations j which feeni to haunt Him by Kight 
and by Day, like a bad Confciencc, and difturb all 
his golden Dreams of Power. A tew Years ago a 
moft horrid Gonlpiracy againft Him was provi- 
dentially difcovered by a Peni^PoJl Letter^ which 
put the poor Gendeman into fuch a terrible Panick, 
that He alarmed his Neighbours at Midnight, and 
duri): not gp to Bed, uil a fufficient Guard W4i$ 
planted round Him. Some Time after This, ^ 
certain Vim ofDeJlruiiion renewed his Fears, and 
prdcntcd a difmal Scene of Haltars and Axes be- 
jorc his Eyes; but a little Ruffle in the Court of 
Requefts laft Spring, and the Intelligence He rcr 
ceivcd from a certain Man's Shop,^ confirm'd aH 
liis former Appreheniions, and irightcn'd Him 
quite out of hb Wits. He now concluded thac 
his Time was come. The Cafe of Junus Cit- 
SAR ran ftrangely in his Head, and poflcfs'd Him 
with a full Opinion that the Nodes' of Jpril would 
prove as fatal to Hira^ as the Ides of March were to 
the other. 

There is a Clrcumftance in my Lord Clarendotf^ 
Hiftory fo nearly a-kin to This, that I cannot for- 
bear recommending it to the ProjeSiors Confide- 
ration. 

The Lord Treafurer Portland^ in the Reign of 
King Charles the ift, having unjuftlf deprived ^ir 
Jalius Cafars Son of a Place, which was deligncd 
for Him, promifed to m^ake Him Amends, by the 
next Vacancy in the fame OiEce; but happening 
to have a treacherous Memory, like moft Pcrfons 
in his Station, the Earl of TiUlibardwe cxpcftulap 
ted with Him, in Behalf of his Relation ^ ^5\d^ 
to put Him in Mind of h\s ^toTOsfc^ VSx ^ \\vCsrx 
IMcty with thcfe Words, Rewcwl^t C<cJaT. "^"^^ 



freafurer fhujflcd the Note into his Pocket, with»- 
out reading it ; but finding it fometimc after, * 
He was exceedingly confounded and knew not 
what to think of it. He fent for his Bofom 
Friends, and ihev/d the Paper to Them, After 
a fcriovis and melancholy Deliberation, it was a- 
greed to be the Advertifement of fome Friend, 
who durft not own the Difcovery ; that it import- 
cd a Confpiracy againfl: his Life ; and They all 
knew Carfar's Fate, by negledting fuch Aniraad- 
verfions. They therefore concluded that He 
fliould pretend to be indifpofed and keep his Cham- 
ber all Day j that at Night the Gates Ihould be 
Ihut early ; and that They Themfclves would fet 

yp with nis Lordfijipj and attend the Event, 

The next Day, the Earl of Ttillibardine waiting 
upon Him, and askmg whether He had rememhr^d 
Cdsfaty the whole Plot was difcovercd, and became 
the Jeft of the Town. 

It ia remarkable that this ridiculous Story is 
profefledly tpld, as a Proof of that Thafarcrs 
Complexion ; whom the Lord Oanvdon calls a 
^an of BIG Looks, and of a meah ^^d abject 
Spirit. 

I have the Pleafure to add, that all the wicked 
Plots againft out prefint great Man have ended in 
. much th? fame Manner. It is true, indeed, that his 
Honour hath been burnt in Effigie^ at moll of the 
Market-Crollcs in the Kingdom • but this imagi-- 
nary Execution (or Martfrdom^ if He pleafcs) hath 
done Him no bodily Hurt. He rather comes 
inore purifyM out oi the Flames, like Gold fevcn 
Times tryed j apd is hqw C^fe-harden'd againft all 

iQfitiqn^ 

B^t 




* But as to ferfonal AJfaJJinatious^ if I were wor- 
thy to advife Him, there ihould be a total Silence 
on that Head ; for it is my firm Opinion that fuch 
continual Complaints and Manifeftations of Fear are 
very impolitick, as well as ridiculous. If his Con- . 
fiietfcc will npt fuSer Him to reft in Quiet, He- 
ought' at leaft to conceal his Unealinefs, as much 
as poffiblc, from common Obfcrvation. Cromwel^ 
who had many teal Plots againll Him, could not 
be without fome Apprehenfions, and We arc told 
that He took proper Precautions to arm Himfdf 
againft Danger; but He had too much Spirit to 
fink under his Fears^ and too much Wildom to . 
give his Enemies any Encouragement, by difco 
vering them. 

Let us new proceed to another Courfe of Falfe- 
hood and Prevarication; for notwithftanding all 
the Cotjfiderer^ s Afiertions, it appears very evident- 
ly from the Conduit of the Gentlemen^ who oppofed 
the late Bill J that They were as delirous of finding 
out fome proper Method to prevent Frauds^ as He^ 
who projected it and endeavoured to cram it down 
the Throats of the Parliament, as well as the Peo- 
ple. Becaufe They were againft curing one Mif* 
chief by another infinitely worfe^ does it follow that 
They were againft preventing it at all ? What is 
alledg d,' on this Head, is fo far from being truc^ 
that had the ProjeSior intended nothing ellc but 
preventing Frauds^ all Parties declared Themfelves 
ready to give Him their AlGftance ; but, to ufe 
the Authors own Words, it was Res integra in- 
deed ; all or nothing. The farther Extenlion of 
l^xeife LawSy and Multiplication of Officers were 
evidently the favourite Ubjeds in Purfuit, how- 
ever the ProjeSlor might endeavour to difguife 
them ; and I will venture to affirm that notlua^ia 
fljo/^ dan^rous to fojt^loiP X.i^nj^5j^tL^95$^\*v^^ 
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final Laws J ifexecuted, keep the People in a State 
of fcrvilc Awe and Subjedion. If not executed^^ 
They arc flill worfc ; fincc Impunity muft be pur- 
chafed by feme abjeo: Complauance to the Mipi^ 
Jler^ or his Tool ; and, perhaps, at the Expcnce of 
a whole Nation. ^ 

Here the Conjiderer repeats his jR>rnier Obfcr- 
vation, that if the Bill was mt abfolutely perf0^ 
it was read but once ; fo that any jilterations wight 
have been made in the Omwiittee ; and, in order 
to prove that the Gentlemen in the Ofpofiticn had* 
no other Intention than to dijrefs the jidmini^ 
Jtration^ We are told that They reje&ed the whoh 
Bitty without propojing any other in its Room^ 
that They left the Nation under the fame ac» 
knowledgd Frajuds ; that a Committee was pro» 
pofedy indeed^ to enquire into thefe Frauds^ hat mP 
to prevent them ; that this Motion was made near 
the End of the Sejjion ; and that They have made 
fio other Propofaly even to this Day.-t — Now,. 
thc:Grounds of this complicated Charge will be 
fecn clearly enough, by putting the feveral Parts of 
it into Queftion and Anlwcr. 

JVhy was the Exgifc^Bill read hut once ? 
Becaufe thcProje0or put off thcfecond Read* 
ingy in a vfery extraordinary Manner. 

3. Why aid the oppofing Party rejeSt the whole 
Bill?' 

A. Becaufe it fccm^d calculated, in every Part 
of it, to deftroy our Trade ^ and fubvcrt our Zi- 
herties. 

J^. Why did They propofe no other Method to prevent- 
Fraudsy befides a Committee to enquire ivto them ? 

A. Becaufe They thought an Enquiry the moft 
likely Method to deteB them ; and that They 
could not be pr^wf-?/^rf, without being firft deteSted^ 

^ Why did They, makt this Mcjion /a late i^ 
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Bccaufc They could not doltfooncr; Tfiat 
Uy before the Fate of the Exctfi^BHl was known. 
; ^. Why did not ^ey do fomething afterwards 
4n this Affair? 

A. Becaufe the A&ir was taken out of their 
JEiands. 

5. Why was the Court-Lift carried ? 
Becaufe Thcv were the Majority. 
How came They to be the Majority ? 
t Thofe, who met at the Cock-Pity know 

J^ Why was there not fo much as one of th$ 
oppadv^ rarty put into the Court Lift, to he a Wit^^ 
, mefs at kaft of their Proceedings ? 

A. Becaufe They did not like ^ny ftuh Company. 

J^. Hath fwt the Projector ofien aeffd Them t§ 
-€nter into a JhriSl Examination of his ASiohs ? 

A. Yes. 

What is a JlriSf Examination ? 
An Enquiry made by a Committee of bis 
friends. 

h ^ Why did the o|^ling Party do nothing^ after 
*i&eCommittec had made their Report ? 

A. Becaufe the Parliament was prorogued, 

^ Why ha^eThey made no other Propofalj even 
TO THIS Day ? 

A. Becaufe the Parliament hath not met fincc, 
to do Bulinefi. 

Let any Man of common Scnfe read what our 
Author fays upon this Head, and He will find it 
fairly ftatcd and anfwcr'd as above. 
. But iincc the Confiderer calls out fo loudly for fomc 
Method to prevent Frauds^ I will put Him in mind 
of one, which hath not only been often mentioned^ 
but found by Experience to be the only effedual 
Remedy for that Diftemper ; I mcaa the RwittSv^^ 
^ Duties ^^ for as the ffcijfcJ of tbt DuUt^ %a. ^5«. 




(^<S) 



Tcmptatbn to Ff4ud^ take away that Temptation* 
by lowering the Ditties to a reafonable Degree^ and 
Fratid will decay of Courfe. — ^— We have an Iti- 
ftance of Thia in the Article of Pepper ; whidi 
produced little or nothing, whilft the Duty Tifas 
%ighj and hath brought itt a confiderable Sum, 

lince it was reduced. -But there is a much later 

Experiment of the Succefs attending low Duties^ 
in the Cafe of Brandy. I am inform d that when 
French Brandy paid the whole Duty appiointed by 
Aft of Parliament, it never produced above looo/. 
per Afm. cofmnumbus afims • but being afterwards 
imported from Dunkirk^ by Connivance or other- 
wife, under the Denomination of Flemijh Brandy^ 
and paying a much lefs Duty on that Account, it 
produced about i ao,ooo /. per Amu though moft 
of the Out-Ports of the Kingdom were not acquaitv- 
ted with this Secret ; in which Cafe the Duty 
would certainly have produced a great deal more, f 

. At prefent, indeed, tipefe Duties arc put under 

another Regulation, the Confcquence of which Time 

. only can dilcover. But This is fufficicrit to fliew 
that the Reduclion of hecpny Duties is the only ef- 
fedlual Method to prevent Frauds ; and That was 
my only Rcafon for ijientioning it. 

It is fo common a Pradlice with tbefe Writers to 

, mifquote and falfify the Arguments of their Otpd^ 
f/evtSy that it may be thought necdlcfs to expofe it 
any farther ; but there is one Inftance of this poor 
Artifice fo very abandon'd, that it ought at leaft 

to be pcVinted out to the Publick. The Craftf- 

man is rcprcfcnted as reafoning, in his Paper of 
Augufl the 4th, that a People^ who pay in Taxes 

Jive Millions a Tear J Jhould bi no means regard 
. Jive hundred thoufand Pounds. But upon looking 
. into the Paper quoted for this Aflertion, I found 

the Pdilagc iJand thus. Let «s ^m^^^^ againfi all . 

xtmA 
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mofal Ccrtaifityy that the late unhappy Pf ojetft would 

• harje raifed the whole Sum propofed ; yet the old 

• ^lejiion will Jlill recur:, whether a People ^ who 
have expended above two Hundred Millions, 
for the Support of their Liberties, within thefe fifty 

' Tears pajiy and fill continue to pay abme five Mil- 

• LIONS every Tear^ on the fame Account^ ought to 
GIVE THEM UP AT' LAST, for the Sake of faving 
FIVE Hundred Thousand Pounds a Tear^ iH 
their national Expences ; efpecially when the fame 
faying might be eafily made^ perfeBly co^iiftflent with 
our Confiitutiion^ by a proper Reduciion of the Army j 

• the Suppreffion of useless Offices, and the i?f- 
fumption of exorbitant Pensions. « I mav 

fafcly leave this PaiTage to the good Scnfc and 
Candour of the Reader, who will immediately per- 
ceive the Confidere/s vile Mifrepreicntation of it^ 
without any Comment. I Ihall therefore proceed 
to fome other Points. 

How the Tax upon Candl£s, and the Demo-* 
lition of Dunkirk came into thisQueftion, I can- 
not comprehend ; for however hard the Tax upon 
Candles may be to the Poor, it is not one of thofe 
ExcifeSj which follow the Retailer into every Cornel* 
of the Kingdom ; nor was it originally laid fo)* 
every as it is now continued. A great deal of Com- 
paffion is cxprefs'd for the Poor^ upon this Occa- 

- lion; but what fignify fair Words? Let the Atn 
thorns Patron^ I need not fay advife, or concur ia 
taking this Duty o&] but only fuftcr it to be done " 
and the Poor will foon find Themfelves relieve 
It will then be time enough to reproach Thofe^ who' 

' firftlaid it on 5 but it is very ridiculous at pro-*' ^ 
fent, whim it continues in the long and melancholy 
Catalogue of our perpetual Taxes. 

The Conftderer's wife Digreffion about Dunkirk 
isjuftlikc the Braymg o£ Sancbo ? aucVia^ ^'^^^^^ 
tt^cKmghty hi8 Mdfiif^vi^% Oj^dfcWQv^ssx^x.^^^ 




the hraying Villagers j the, Confequcncc of which 
was, that it renewed the Rage of the Multitude, to 
the inexprclfible Danger of ift;;//2f//' and the Kmgbt. 
If I was as deeply engaged in the Service of ano» 
ther Knight as He is, J folemnly declare that I 
would never io much as mention Vunkirky nor ut- 
ter one Word about inglmous Treaties :, for I am 
very fure that Dm kirk was to be m longer a Port, 
according to the Treaty of Utrecht ; and I am full 
- as fure that it is now a Port^ navigable by Ships 
of great ,Burthen.— — I need fay no more. 

After a good deal of this old, ftale Cant about 
former MiuiJierSj the Cofifiderer fums up the Cafe 
in the fame impartial Manner as He ftated it at 
firft, and enters into a long Strain of Panegyrick 
on the Gentlemen on his Side^ both on Account of 
their propofwg and dropping the Bill- I think it 
would have been more proper to put it Gentle- 
. MAN in the Jingular Number ; or, at leaft, Gek- 
TLEMEN, in the Greek dual Number • for I don't 
believe there wer§ above two Persons in the 
; whole Kingdom, who were heartily concerned for 
. the Succcfs of it \ I mean the ProjeBor and his 
. Brother'^ though many of their Creatures hadjuft 
Caufe to relent their giving it up, alter They had 
. been dragged through the Mire, in the Profecution 
of it. But let us take the Author^s own State of 
this Cafe. It feems then that as thefe two honou'^ 
rahk Gentkvun had no other Defign in propofwg 
the Bill ihan mcerly the publick Good^ fo their 
departing frcia it ivas an A(l of fingular Modefty 
and Co?nplyavi'e with the Prejudices oj the People.^-^ 
I am always plcalcd to fee any Inllances o£ Modefly 
and Complyance-^ which arc fomcwhat extraordi*' 
nary^ as the Conjfiderer rightly obferves, in a great^ 
overgrown Minijler :, but was This really the Caie, 
wrhUc^ard to the Excife^BiH ? I am afraid there 
fras a Iiccle Spice of private InUnfi \ioxSci \w ^i«; 
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Pefign it fcLQ and the Maq^cr of dropping it:^ as { 
fliaJl prcfcntly make appear. 

Id the mean time, it ddcrves our Notice that 
^c O^njideur grows quite ludicrojis upon this ex^ 
traordwary Inflame o^ his Patron s Jingular Mo^^ 
fiy^ and drolls upon it in a nioft unfuflcrable Man- 
ner. Such an Example^ ftys He, is of great Imr 

portance in English History. Yes, np 

doubt, this Circumftance of his Life will make.g 
fliining Figure in our Annals, and tranfinit his 
Name with great Advantage to Pofterity. Me- 
thinks, I can iorcfee pretty exadly what Hijlorians 
will fay of it, and am almoft tempted to anticipate 
Them. I am fure, it would prove an agreeably 
Enter tjunment to the Publick ; and, perhaps, fur- 
nifli Matter of ufeful Admonition to the Proje£ior 
Himfelf •, but I am loth to Ihock his fmgular Mo-' 
de/iy fo much at this Time- and Ihall therefore 
leave it to Thole, who write the Hiftory of the 
prcfent Age. 

He makes Ufe of the fame pleafant Style, with . 
Relation to Thofe^ who oppofed and defeated thf 

Bill. Mn all T'hiSy fays He, what do Th^ 

do ? Do Thiy take Shane to 7'hemfelvcSy and ask 
Pardon of their injured Country ? This is another 
Inftance of Jingular Modejly^ and Ihews that the 

Proje3or and his Advocate . are well matched. ^ 

' But for what ihould They take Shame to fheni'^ 
fehes ? Why, for having gain'd a compleat Vidlo- 
xy over a Man^ who hath always boafted that He 

was invincible ? For what ihould They ask 

Pardon of their Country? Why, iot having reKcv'd 
Them from a Burthen^ which neither T'bey not their 
Children would haoe Uen able to hear. 1 won- 
der tbefe Gentlemen are nor alh^ncd^ to perfift in 
fuch infolent Triumphs, inftead^f humbling Thenn 

H % <ikN?^ 
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fcWcs before the Nation, according to our Author^ s 
DiredWon. 

He fccms extremely angry at the publick Joy^ 
■which was exprefs'd, upon the Defeat of the Bilt 
•Alas ! how can He grudge the People thofe few 
Occafions, which his Patron affords Them of gra- 
tifying that Paffion ? It is very hard to engrofs all 
the Mirth, as well as all the Power, of the King- 
dom to Himfelf A Monopoly of Laughter is too 
great a Privilege for any Minijicr^ and too great a 
•Reftraint upon rational Creatures^ who are diftin- 
guifh'd from the reft of the Creation by their 
Kijibility. In this Inftance, methinks, the ProjeSor 
is more like Nero than Julius defar^ by fcttbg the 
whole City in a Flame, and fufiering no Body to 
be merry at the Botjjire but Himfelf 

It would be breaking an old Cuftom, if the Gen^ 
tlemen in the Oppojition were not charged with jim^ 
^ition^ as the principal Motive of their Proceed- 
ings ; though if by Ambition is meant a Defirc of 
fniniflerial Power^ I verily and finccrely believe that 
there never was kfs of it in any Oppofition than 
at prefent. The State of Affairs, both at home and 
•abroad, is not fo very alluring, nor the Fortunes 
of thefe Gentlemen fo dclperate, nor the Opinion of 
their own Abilities fo conceited, as to make Them 
facrifice their prcfcnt Eafe to the Thirll of Power 
at fuch a Conjuncture. No Man ever took the 
Helm in a Storm, from zMotiwt'of Ambition^ tho' 
the Profpeft of Danger might induce Him not to 

• decline it, for the Sake of common Safety. 

He now refumes his Panegyrick on the Gentle^ 
ptenj who for vM the Scheme. Htre were m pri" 
vate Views:, fays He, no perfonal Advantage^ m 
particular Friends to oblige. How, Sir? Would 

• the Nomination of a vaft Multitude o£new Officers 
'^Sy^ IVPfl pf flp perfonal Advauta^e to the Pro-- 
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jeHcT and Executor of it? Was there no View of 
obliging his Creatures, Dependents, and learned 
Advocates with thefe Places ? Were no Perfons tQ 
be favoured with them, who have Votes, or Intc-< 
reft, in Boroughs and Corporations ? Would not the 
Recommendation of any Lord^ or Member of Par'^ 
tiament^ in Behalf of their Friends, have been ac- 
cepted ? — What peculiar Dilintereftnefe and Inte- 
gnty is all This ? Nothing but the publick Good^ 
nothing but the Welfare of our Conftitution, ac- 
cording to the Conjiderer's Way of Reafoning, was 
the Delign and End of this memQrabh Bill. What 
llrangc Infatuation therefore muft all the People 
be under, that no Body, befides Hackney Writers^ 
or Men in Office^ ihouladraw their Pens in Delcncc 
of it ; that not one Perfon in the whole Kingdorft, 
except the Relations^ and Tools of the ProjeUor^ or 
Thofe immediately under his Influence, ihould pre- 
fumc to juflify the JSi//, after it was publickly 
known ; nay, that even fome oi Thefe Ihould admit, 
in private Gonverfation, that it was a Plan of 
Power^ calculated to keep ^irdy Beggars in due 
Awe, as well as the Proje^or in due Power and 
Dominion over the People ? 

Befides, if it is true that t he Vrc^c&or had no pri- 
vate Views, nor propofed any perfonal Advantages 
to Himfelf by this Scheme^ He would do well to 
anfwer us a plain Queftion or two. Why was the 
Claufe, to reftrain ooo Salt^Officers from voting at. 
Elections, rejedcd ? And are there no Inftances of 
Excifemeny and other Officers^ or Dependents ou the 
Revenue^ even fo low as* Watermen, who have 
been obliged to qualify Thcmfclves for their Pla- 
ces, by taking up their Freedom, or buying » 
Vote to difpofeofi according to Order ? 

It is very remarkable that the Govftdirtr docs 
not hy 009 Word in Aaft\fc:iu^\i. oi \i>s> ^ oxt^xl v 
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Aflertion, that no more than 150 additional OfRceri 
tKould be neceffary to put his Scheme in Execution. 
This is another Pointy like That of Juries, which 
the Proje£ior fccms dcfirous to have misfub Silent to. 
I have fcen a Calculation of the Number oi Officer Sy 
that would have been requifite to this Purpofe, as 
well as the Expence ojI Them to the rubUck ; 
which far exceeds what is commonly apprehended, 
or even conceived, upon thb Head. But taking 
it for granted that 1 50 would have been fufficicnt, 
the Number of Perfons, who woukl have been fub- 
jedl to Them, ought likewife to be confidered ; 
fiay, That, indeed, is the main Point, with Re^ 
l^ard to Liberty • for I will venture to afErm that 
^i fifty Officers were capable of executing fuch a 
Power over the whole Nation, it would lervc the 
Purpofes of arbitrary Power as well as if there 
were ^fty '/houfand. 

* What the Confideter therefore fays, conoeming 
the Benefits ©f Liberty and our prefent RfiahliOo^ 
meirt^ are ftrong Motives for oppoling any fuch 
Schemes^ and the fuUcft Juftification of Thofe, who 
lately diftinguifli*d Themfelves fo vigoroufly and 
glorioufly againft the Projeitor. 

• In turning over Hiftories, I have obferved the 
Progrcfs of a prime AAniJier^ and am fatisty'd that 
ibnie ireat Men^ poflcllcd both of good Intentions 
and Capacities to fervc their Country, have been 
Ibrccd by fome unfortunate Circumftancc to turn 
them to contrary Purpofes. But Inftances arc in- 
finitely more numerous of Minijters ^ whofc 
blundering Heads, or corrupt Hearts, have pro- 
red the Kuin of their Maflers^ as well as their 
Country. AhfoUite Minijiers arc hated, even in ar^ 

-bitrary Governments^ bccaufc their Meafurcs mufl: 

always be opprdlive; but fuch a Poft being in- 

doaJjjftcnt With the Nature of a free Qfmrntnem^ 
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the Excrcifc of it muft be attended with farthft- 
Difficulties and Oppofition to Thofe, who poflcfs 
it Their Ambition and Want of Moderation in 
amaffing Wealth, foon render Them the Objeds 
of general Hatred. Againft this popular Odium the 
Prince's Favour is their only Protection. The Court 
is a Kind of Sanduary to Them ; and though They 
may be capaUe of adviling the beft Meafurcs, their 
•Crunes put Them under the Neceflity of comply- 
ing with the worft, if They are found expedient. . 
As They arc attacked by the People^ and fupported 
by the PrhicCy They naturally conclude that They 
cannot leflcn the Power of the former^ nor increate 
That of the latter tpo much j from whence it hath 
fometimes come to pais that a blaudsrifjg^ odious 
Minifier hath proved the Inftrumcnt of arbitrary 
Power ; and, what 13 ftill more ftrange, under a 
Prince^ who had no Defign to enflave his People ; 
for fuch a Prince may be confcious to Himfclf that 
He intends no ill Uie of his Power • but there is 
hardly any Prince fo very fclf-denying as to decline 
Power, which b pla/d into his Hands. Befidcs^ 
Power is never ftationary, but progreflivc or re- 
trograde ; and thus it hath frequently happened 
that a good Prince hath arrived at fuch a Pitch of 
.Powery.^9 was rtevcr hoped for by Hi^jifelf) nor ap- 
prehended bv the People^ 

How fer This might have bc^ our Cafe, by 
the Execution of the late Sheme, let the Reader 
determine. In natural Conftitutions there is a Dif- 
ference between Death and a Difeafc. God forbid 
I (hould fay that pur Liberties are dcftroyed, as 
the OdnftdercT reprefents me ! May they long be 
prcfcrved, under our prefcnt.moft gracious Sove- 
. rctgn^ and his Family 1 But furely an honeft Zeal 
for fecuring this BlefBng invaluable and^ if c^qj^ 
loft; irr^Jcovcrable, if it vcctcdctx TO&a^«^n ^^^^^^^ 
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' not dcfcrvc that opprobrious Language and hartl 
Treatment, which it meets with every Day. I 
muft likewife put the Author in Mind that the out- 
ward Form of a Government may be preferved, 
when the Life is gone ; and if there Ihould be any 
Grumblers in fuch a State^ I doubt jnot They 
would be anfwcred in the V^ords of our jiuthor y 
is not the Nation^ in every Injlance^ governed by Law j 
the Property of the meaneji StibjeB fectired from all 
'Encroachments ; Liberty^ both civil and religiotMy 
preferved without any Violation ? « — I believe it will 
be hard to prove that Tiberius ever broke any LaWy 
in his publick Ads. Indeed, why ftiould He j 
when He had a Senate^ that made and pafled Sen- 
tences by i^w, according to his Plcafure? This 
is not our Cafe at prefcnt, and I hope never will ; 
but I muft inlift upon it that the Author's Way 
of Rcaloning and his Patron's Schemes have, a 
direct Tendency to it. To fpeak impartially 
and plainly, our Conjlitution fecms to be nei- 
ther in pcrlcd: Health, nor under an incurable Dif- 
cafe ; and if Thofe, who tend it either in or out 
of Parliament, would be perfuaded of a moit cer- 
tain Truth, that the private Intereft of Themielves 
and their Pofterity is tieccflarily and infcparably 
connected with the publick Intereft, all Things 
would prcfcntly go well. 

It is farther inlinuated that nobody oppofed this 
hopeful ProjeSl but Jacobites and Enemies to the 
Proteft'ant Succeffion. — I am forry to hear it with 
all my Heart ; tor if This is really the Cafe, the 
Pretender muft have a prodigious Party indeed • 
and Wcfhould be obliged (as Mrs. Osborne ob- 
ferves) to fupply the IVant o/' Natural Strength 
with GREAT Art. But, I thank God, this Infi- 
nuation is abfolutely groundlcfs. Every Body 
koows that the Bill was oppofed by the frucft • 
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Fricdds o£Lihertyj and by Men of all Dctiomina* 
tions, except the Papists ; who .might naturally 
wifli itSuccefs as a Scheme^ which tended to alienate 
the Affcdions of the People from his prelent Ma-« 
jcfty, and was the mod probable Method of paving 
die Way for an Event^ which I dread to name. 

The laft Point to be confidered is ; whether the 
Nation is obliged to the Projedtof fir his fingulaf 
Modefty in dropping the Btll; and whether tt is 
mw adiuajy laid alide, or only Jtifpended till a mote 
c<m)enient Opportunity of pufiing it into Execution^ ' 

In the firft Place, it is neceflary to confider the 
Progrefs of this Aflair from its firft Conception to 
the prefent Time ; for I muft obfervc that it was 
no Judden Expedient^ accidentally ftarted to fupply 
the current Services of the Government, inftead of 
a Land'TaXj as the ProjeSlor and his Advocated 
pretend ; but a deliberate^ fettled Scheme^ which 
hath been laid many Years, and was to be execu» 
ted by Degrees, as Opportunities offered, and the 
Nation could be drawn into it. About ten Years 
ago, the ProjeSfor gained a confiderable Step, by 
the Excife On Coffee^ Tea and Chocolate. Some TimC 
after This, a notable Trcatife was publiflied, inti- 
tled * an EJjay on the puhiick Debts of this Kif;g^ 
dom^ ^c. which was particularly patronii'd by the 
ProjeHoTy ^nd contain^ an elaborate Recommenda- 
tion of the fame Scheme. Nay, it is even faid that 
the Per/on^ who wrote this Piece^ had the peculiar 
Honour of drawing up the late JB/7/, and hath recxi* 
vcd fome other Marks of Favour for his Setyiccs 
to the Publick. In the Year 1730, the Excife upon 
Salt was revived, under the Pretence of taking off* 
one Shilling in the Pound on Land :^ and the Pro- 
jeSlof declared, at the fame Time, that if Gentle- 
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men would come into fome Jnroper Regulations in 
the Marnier of colleSitig the fublick Revenues^ He 
would undertake to eafe Them from the other 
Shillifjg. This was prefently underftood to mean 
an Excife ; which alarm'd the City of London and 
the whole Nation to fuch a Degree, that They pe- 
titioned their Reprcfcntatives, in the moft cameft 
Manner, to oppofe any fuch Defign, and took ^11 
other prudent Methods to defeat it, before the 
Parliament met laft Yean Yet ftill the Proje0or 
perfifted in his Scheme, againft the Scnfc of the 
whole Nation, and the Advice of his beft Friends. 
The dreadful Apprehcnfions of the People, which 
(ufficicntly manitellcd Themfelves upon this Occa- 
jfion, were fo far from foftening his Mind, or al- 
tering his Purpofe, that They Icem'd to add new 
Vigour to his Kefolutions, and determine Him not 
to give Way. At laft, indeed, when his boafted 
Majority was dwindled down to Sixteen from Sixtj/'^ 
eney He began to look about Him, and found it 
neceflary to prevent another Divilion, if poliible. 
He therefore moved to adjourn the fecond reading 
ef the Bill for a Month ^ but fome Gentlemen, who 
were not altogether i^tisfy'd with this Expedient, 
>ropofcd a longer Day^^xA fo the Matter ended laft 
Jeliion. 

It is not my Bufinefs to dilputc the Regularity 
of his ConduSfy upon this Occalion; but I cannot 
fee any peculiar Modejfy^ or great Merit in it ; for 
though his Advocates are plcafed to declaim very 
floridly upon it, as an Inftance of his tender Re^ 
gard for thehiclinattonSy and even the Pfejudices of 
the People ; there are other Perfons as fagacious as 
They, who believe no fuch thing ; but are fully 
convinced th.it his Complyance was owing to a 
very ftrong Probability, nay almoft a Certainty, 
that if the Bill had been pulh'd any farther, it 
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vould have been thrown oat in fuch a Manner a^ 
to preclude the Revival oj it ; whereas by ad* 
journing the Order of the Day^ the Bill is only 
fufpencled for a Time, and may be rcfumed upon 
fome other Occafion. 

That This was the Projeilo/s Scnfe of the Mat- 
ter, appeared from his own Mouth; for at the 
feme Time that He moved for adjourniag the far^ 
ther Conlideration of the Bill to a lof7g Day^ He 
expatiated very largely on the Advantages of />, 
and plainly intimated that He chofe this Metnod, 
in order to prevent its being ifJtirely rejeSied. 

The fame View is farther evident from the Wri- 
tings of his Advocates J ever lince ; and is even cx- 
prcfly acknowledged by two of Them. Om^ * who 
Icems to be a very petty Writer^ cxtolls the Wif- 
dom of this Expedietjt in the following Terms. 

*' The Circumftance therefore o( furpefjding it 
^' I have always looked upon one of the moft lively 
*^ Expedients, that could have been imagined. In 
*J the firft Place, it was a Prooi^ as hath been faid 
" before, of thefincere Concern ot the Mim^ry for 
^ the Inclinations of the People. Secondly, ic pre^ 
^- vented the Triumphs of the Opjfofitiotjy in set- 
" TING IT iNTiRELy ASIDE; and thirdly, it left 
^^ aDoorJfill open for the Revival of the 
^' Scheme, when rarty-Splcen and fcli:-intcrefte4 
*' Views are better reconciled to the publick 
^' Good, and perhaps for the Bills themfclvcs to be 
^^ more fuccedfuUy adapted to the Bujiftcfs of the 
*^ State^ and the Humour of the Nation. 

The other Writer^ having likcwife paid his Com- 
pliments to the Scheme^ proceeds in thefe remark- 
able Words. ~ '^4 Therefore I think the Miniftry 
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* Sec /in Exam nation cf the ConnuH of the Minijiry\ oC 
p. 23. The Crapfiftan, Numb. 360. 
^^ f J LtUir to Wil\uni?\iL\fcw^» i.J<i> ^^* ^ ^V 



